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historic L a r r a b e e ' s B r i c k B l o c k 

and/or c o m m o n same 

2. Location 
street & number J O O - 5 0 4 Main S t r e e t N/A not for publication 

city, town Mel r o s e (U A v ic ini ty of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s C O { j e 025 county Midd les -ex code WI 7 

3. Classification 
Category O w n e r s h i p S ta tus Present U s e 

district X publ ic X occup ied agriculture m u s e u m 
A building(s) pr ivate unoccup ied _X commerc ia l park 

structure both work in p rogress educat ional ^_ pr ivate residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment rel igious 
object in p rocess y e s : restricted gove rnmen t scientif ic 

N/ A being cons ide red X y e s : unrestr icted industrial t ransportat ion 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name E d w i n B. and M a r i e T . Wood 

street & number 1 °7 E a s t E m e r s o n S t r e e t 

city, t o w n Mel r o s e ft/A vicini ty of s t a t e M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
cour thouse, registry of deeds , etc. M i d d l e s e x C o u n t y R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 208 C a m b r i d g e S t r e e t 

city, t own C a m b r i d g e state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s 

title o f ttie Commonweal th o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s has this property been determined el ig ible? y e s _ X _ no 

1978 # y 
date federal Jl_ state county local 

. . M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n depos i to ry for s u r v e y records 

294 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t , B o s t o n M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
city, t own state 
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1. Name 



7. Description L a r r a b e e 1 s B r i c k B l o c k , 500-D04 Slain S t r e e t , M e l r o s e , NA 

Condi t ion C h e c k one C h e c k one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered A_ original site 

j_ g o o d ru ins X altered m o v e d date 
fair u n e x p o s e d 

Descr ibe the p r e s e n t and or ig ina l (if k n o w n ) phys ica l a p p e a r a n c e 

L a r r a b e e ' s B r i c k B l o c k i s l o c a t e d on a 6115 s q u a r e f o o t l o t on t h e w e s t s i d e o f Main S t r e e t 
i n Mel r o s e ' s c o m m e r c i a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . T h e s t r u c t u r e i s f r e e - s t a n d i n g and a b u t s t h e 
s i d e w a l k on i t s e a s t s i d e , a n a r r o w p a s s a g e w a y on t h e n o r t h , a s m a l l f e n c e d i n y a r d on t h e 
w e s t and a o n e - s t o r y e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g on t h e s o u t h ' . O t h e r b u i l d i n g s i n t h e 
i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y i n c l u d e t h e 1876 B i g b e e - B a r r e t t B l o c k ( t h e o n l y o t h e r h i s t o r i c m a n s a r d -
r o o f e d s t r u c t u r e i n t h e town c e n t e r ) , s e v e r a l two and t h r e e - s t o r y l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
m a s o n r y b l o c k s , and a v a r i e t y o f a l t e r e d and o n e - s t o r y e a r l y m i d - t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y commer­
c i a l s t r u c t u r e s . T h e town c e n t e r was d e s i g n a t e d as a l o c a l h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i n 1979. 

T h e b u i l d i n g i s r e c t a n g u l a r i n p l a n , m e a s u r i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 35 X 63 f e e t . I t s t a n d s t h r e e 
s t o r i e s h i g h w i t h a s t r a i g h t m a n s a r d r o o f c l a d i n s l a t e c o n s t i t u t i n g t h e t i i i r d s t o r y . T h e 
w a l l s a r e f a c e d w i t h b r i c k l a i d i n s t r e t c h e r b o n d . T h e b u i l d i n g s i t s on a g r a n i t e s i l l and 
has a f u l l b a s e m e n t . 

D e c o r a t i v e t r e a t m e n t 1 . - w h i c h a p p e a r s : on t h e e a s t ' ( f a c a d e ) ana n o r t h e l e v a t i o n s , i n c l u d e s a 
s i n g l e c o u r s e o f a l t e r n a t i n g r e c e s s e d b r i c k s b e t w e e n t h e f i r s t and s e c o n d s t o r i e s a n d , 
a t t h e c o r n i c e , t h r e e s t e p p e d r o w s o f d e n t i l w o r k and a n g l e d b r i c k s . S c r o l l e d b r a c k e t s a r e 
l o c a t e d b e n e a t h t h e e a v e s . 

E a s t e l e v a t i o n ( f a c a d e ) : T h e g r o u n d s t o r y o f t h e f a c a d e has two i r o n s t o r e f r o n t s a n d , i n 
t h e s o u t h b a y , a r e c e s s e d e n t r y l e a d i n g t o t h e u p p e r s t o r i e s . A p l a i n i r o n l i n t e l e x t e n d s 
t h e w i d t h o f t n e f a c a d e . Each s t o r e f r o n t has a r e c e s s e d c e n t e r e n t r y f l a n k e d by p l a t e 
g l a s s d i s p l a y w i n d o w s . A l t h o u g h a l u m i n u m has r e p l a c e d t h e o r i g i n a l wooden f r a m e s and t h e 
a p r o n o f t h e r i g h t ' ( n o r t h ) s t o r e f r o n t i s now mad'S o f b r i c k ( c a . 1 9 6 0 ) , t h e t h r e e i r o n p o s t s 
s e p a r a t i n g t h e b a y s r e m a i n ; t h e t w o - p o s t s f l u n k i n g ' ' t h e r i g h t ( n o r t h ) s t o r e f r o n t , h o w e v e r , 
a r e c u r r e n t l y e n c a s e d i n b l a c k c a r r e r a g l a s s . 

T h e s e c o n d s t o r y c o n t a i n s a r e c t a n g u l a r w i n d o w o f 2 /2 s a s h s e t b e t w e e n a . g r a n i t e l i n t e l and 
s i l l a b o v e t h e m a i n e n t r a n c e 1 : ' - k- s i n g l e a n g u l a r bay w i n d o w i s a l s o l o c a t e d o v e r each s t o r e ­
f r o n t and has o n e - o v e r - o n e w i n d o w s a s h s e t w i t h i n m o l d e d a r c h i t r a v e s . T h e a p r o n o f each 
bay w i n d o w has w o o d e n ' p a n e l s , and t h e c o r n i c e i s s u p p o r t e d by b r a c k e t s o r n a m e n t e d w i t h 
a p p l i e d b o s s e s . T h e m a n s a r d r o o f o r i g i n a l l y had f o u r d o r m e r s e v e n l y s p r e a d a c r o s s t h e f a c a d e . 
A l l b u t t h e s o u t h e r n m o s t o n e , w h i c h s u r v i v e s i n t a c t , was r e m o v e d c a . 1910 when t h e s e c o n d 
s t o r y bay w i n d o w s w e r e e x t e n d e d u p w a r d i n t o t h e r o o f . T h e s e l a t e r b a y s c l o s e l y match t h o s e 
on t h e s e c o n d s t o r y , e x c e p t t h a t t h e wood t r i m i s l e s s o r n a m e n t a l . T h e r e m a i n i n g d o r m e r nas 
a g a b l e d hood w n i c h r e s t s on an e l a b o r a t e l y o r n a m e n t e d s c r o l l e d f r a m e and c o n t a i n s t w o - o v e r -
two s e g m e n t a l l y a r c h e d s a s h . 

N o r t h e l e v a t i o n : T h e n o r t h e l e v a t i o n , w h i c h f a c e s o n t o a n a r r o w p a s s a g e w a y , c o n t i n u e s t h e 
d e c o r a t i v e b r i c k w o r k o f t h e f a c a d e . T o w a r d t h e r e a r , t h e f i r s t s t o r y c o n t a i n s two s e g m e n t -
a l l y a r c h e d w i n d o w s w i t h g r a n i t e s i l l s a n d , b e t w e e n t h e m , i s a w i d e s e g m e n t a l l y - a r c h e d 
d o o r o p e n i n g t n a t i s b l o c k e d , . i n w i t h t o n g u e and g r o o v e b o a r d s . S e v e n s e g m e n t a l l y a r c h e d 
w i n d o w s w i t h " ' b r i c k • c o r b e l e d h o o d s , s t o n e , s i l l s and t w o - o v e r - t w o s a s h p i e r c e t h e s e c o n d s t o r y . 
T h e m a n s a r d " r o o f i s p u n c t u r e d by s i x d o r m e r s t h a t a r e i d e n t i c a l t o t h a t on t h e f a c a d e . 
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S o u t h e l e v a t i o n : T h e s o u t h e l e v a t i o n , s e p a r a t e d f r o m a o n e - s t o r y e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y 
b u i l d i n g by l i t t l e more t h a n one f o o t , i s f i n i s h e d more s i m p l y . T o w a r d t h e r e a r o f uhe 
o f the l o w e r two s t o r i e s a r e r e g u l a r l y s p a c e s s e g m e n t a l l y - a r c h e d w i n d o w s . F o u r p l a i n 
d o r m e r s l i g h t t h e m a n s a r d r o o f . T h e f a c a d e c o r n i c e c o n t i n u e s a l o n g t h e e a s t end o f t h e 
e l e v a t i o n f o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o u r f e e t b e f o r e r e v e r t i n g t o a s i m p l e r s t e p p e d c o r n i c e . 

West ( r e a r ) e l e v a t i o n : T h e w e s t e l e v a t i o n has s e g m e n t a l l y a r c h e d w i n d o w s on t h e f i r s t and 
s e c o n d s t o r i e s . T w o - o v e r - t w o s a s h i s s e t w i t h i n a r e c t a n g u l a r f r a m e w i t h a b r o w n s t o n e 
s i l l . A t h r e e - s t o r y p a r t i a l l y e n c l o s e d wooden p o r c h w i t h s i m p l e s t i c k - l i k e b a l u s t e r s 
was added c a . 1930 and o b s c u r e s m o s t o f t h e e l e v a t i o n . 

I n t e r i o r : T h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e b u i l d i n g has been l i t t l e a l t e r e d s i n c e i t was c o n s t r u c t e d . 
T h e f i r s t s t o r y c o m m e r c i a l s p a c e has p a n e l e d t i n c e i l i n g s , embossed t i n w a l l s ana map le 
f l o o r i n g . T h e u p p e r f l o o r s , w h i c h a r e i n r e s i d e n t i a l u s e , h a v e t o n g u e and g r o o v e w a i n s c o t , 
cwo wood f i r e p l a c e s w i t h c a r v e d o v e r m a n t l e s , compound m o l d e d d o o r and w i n d o w s u r r o u n d s 
on t h e s e c o n d f l o o r and f l a t b o a r d t r i m on t h e t h i r d , p a n e l e d d o o r s anu i , i u P i e f l o o r s . T n e 
s t a i r r a i l i s mahogany and s u p p o r t e d b y t u r n e d b a l u s t e r s . 
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8. Significance 
Period 

prehistor ic 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

. 1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_ X _ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e — C h e c k and just i fy b e l o w 
archeology-preh is tor ic commun i t y planning 
archeology-Histor ic 
agriculture 
architecture 

_ a r t 
X_ commerce 

commun ica t ions 

conservat ion 
economics 
educat ion 
engineer ing 
explorat ion/sett lement 
industry 
invent ion 

landscape archi tecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
mus ic 
ph i losophy 
pol i t ics /government 

. rel igion 

. sc ience 
sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitar ian 

. theater 
transportat ion 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic d a t e s 1880 Bui lder /Archi tect J o h n E a t o n 

S t a t e m e n t of S ign i f i cance (in one paragraph) 

i r r a b e e ' s B r i c k B l o c k p o s s e s s e s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , and 
j r k m a n s h i p . I t i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t n e s m a l l m a n s a r d - r o o f e d D I O C K S D u i l t i n c o m m e r c i a l 
i s t r i c t s f o l l o w i n g t h e C i v i l W a r , and i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n t i n ' s c o m m u n i t y 
; o n e o f o n l y two u n a l t e r e d n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y c o m m e r c i a l s t r u c t u r e s i n d o w n t o w n M e l r o s e , 
i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s a r e w i t h t h e b u i l d i n g ' s f i r s t o w n e r , a p r o m i n e n t l o c a l c i t i z e n , 
id w i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f M e l r o s e ' s c o m m e r c i a l c e n t e r i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h 
a n t u r y . T h e b u i l d i n g t h u s m e e t s c r i t e r i a A , B, and C , o f t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 

i i t i l t h e m i d - n i n e t e e p t h c e n t u r y , M e l r o s e ( p a r t - o f , t h e , n e i g h b o r i n g t o w n o f : f % l d e n u n t i l : 
350) was a s p a r s e l y s e t t l e d ' a g r i c u l t u r a l c o m m u n i t y whose e c o n o m i c b a s e was s u p p l e m e n t e d 
y s c a t t e r e d shoe making s h o p s . I n 1845, t h e a d v e n t o f t h e B o s t o n & Maine r a i l r o a d t o 
he c o m m u n i t y opened t h e a r e a up t o r e s i d e n t i a l s u b u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h t o o k f u l l a d -
a n t a g e o f t h e t o w n ' s c r a g g y p i c t u r e s q u e l a n d s c a p e . T h e p o p u l a t i o n g r e w r a p i d l y , i n c r e a s i n g 
I m o s t t e n f o l d i n t h e n e x t t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s . T o s u p p o r t t n e e x p a n d i n g n e i g h b o r h o o d s , a 
m a l l c o m m e r c i a l c e n t e r emerged a l o n g Main S t r e e t , c o n s i s t i n g o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y a d o z e n 
rame s t r u c t u r e s , many o f w h i c h c o m b i n e d s h o p s and l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . I n 1870, a m a j o r f i r e 
e v e l e d t h e w e s t s i d e o f Main S t r e e t b e t w e e n E s s e x ana F o s t e r S t r e e t s . Lyceum H a l l , w h i c h 
t o o d on t n e s i t e o f t h e n o m i n a t e d p r o p e r t y , , w a s . t h e o n l y s a l v a g a b ^ e , b u i l d i n g . - . c R e b u i l t as 
n i t y H a l l , i t was a t w o - s t o r y f r a m e s t r u c t u r e , - c o n t a i n i n g , a . . spac ious . , ha] .1 , ' I,t was s o o n 
p p a r e n t , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e o u i l d i n g was an a n o m a l y as t h e r e s t o f t h e b l o c k was r e b u i l t 
n b r i c k o r i n l a r g e r , more f a s h i o n a b l e f r a m e s t r u c t u r e s , many w i t h m a n s a r d r o o f s . 

n 1880 U n i t y H a l l w a s i p u r c h a s e d by J o h n L a r r a b e e . T h e M e l r o s e J o u r n a l . r e p o r t s t h a t t h e 
a l l was to be " r e c o n s t r u c t e d . " F u r t h e r a r t i c l e s and an e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e o u i l d i n g 
u g g e s t n o t h i n g o f t h e e a r l i e r h a l l r e m a i n s and t h a t t h e e n t i r e p r e s e n t - b u i l d i n g d a t e s 
rom 1880. T h e J o u r n a l d e s c r i b e s L a r r a b e e ' s B r i c k B l o c k as a " v e r y handsome b u i l d i n g " 
i t h two i r o n s t o r e f r o n t s and t e n e m e n t s a b o v e . T h e c o m p l e t e d b u i l d i n g was c i t e d as "a 

iandsome i m p r o v e m e n t , " " o n e o f t h e b e s t t h i n g s e v e r done f o r M e l r o s e b o t h as r e g a r d s good 
ooks and u t i l i t y . " I t was d e s i g n e d b y B o s t o n a r c h i t e c t , J o h n E a t o n , a b o u t wnom n o t h i n g 
s known a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . A m o n g . t h e b u i l d i n g ' s f i r s t t e n a n t s wnen i t opened e a r l y i n 
881 w e r e C . G . H a r r i s w h o s e d r y g o o d s shop was on t h e g r o u n d f l o o r and d e n t i s t A a r o n H i l l ; 

>oth men a l s o r e s i d e d i n t h e b u i l d i n g J 

lohn L a r r a b e e ( 1 8 5 0 - 1 9 2 9 ) , the b u i l d i n g ' s o r i g i n a l o w n e r , was a n a t i v e o f M e l r o s e w h o , i n 
867 , b o u g h t t h e t o w n ' s o l d e s t d r u g s t o r e i n w h i c h . h e had been a c l e r k . F o r t h e n e x t f o r t y -

; i x y e a r s he managed t h e b u s i n e s s and f o l l o w i n g h i s r e t i r e m e n t i t was c o n t i n u e d b y ^ h i s 
j a r t n e r . When the d r u g s t o r e f i n a l l y c l o s e d i n 1970, " i t ' w a s o n e ' p f the c i t y ' s o l d e s t 
j u s i n e s s e s , h a v i n g been i n o p e r a t i o n l u 3 y e a r s . D u r i n g L a r r a b e e ' s o w n e r s h i p / i t was l o c a t e d 
in t h e a d j a c e n t b u i l d i n g t o t h e n o r t h o f the n o m i n a t e d p r o p e r t y . I t was a t h r e e - s t o r y 
r r a m e m a n s a r d - r o o f e d s t r u c t u r e b u i l t b y L a r r a b e e i n 1870. ( T h o u g h s t i l l s t a n d i n g , t n e t o p 
p o o r s h a v e been r e m o v e d and t h e g r o u n d f l o o r e x t e n s i v e l y r e m o d e l e d ) . L a r r a D e e was a c t i v e 
in c i v i c a f f a i r s , s e r v i n g as town c l e r k f o r t w e n t y - o n e y e a r s , s t a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e be tween 
I Bob and 1887, M e l r o s e ' s f i r s t c i t y t r e a s u r e r and m a y o r f r o m 1901-02 . He s a t on the b o a r d 
) f s e v e r a l l o c a l banks and s e r v e d on the S t a t e B o a r d o f R e g i s t r a t i o n i n Pnarmacy f o r 
t h i r t e e n y e a r s . T h i s c o m m e r c i a l b u i l d i n g b e s t r e p r e s e n t s L a r r a b e e ' s a c t i v e i n v o l v e m e n t 
i. M e l r o s e J o u r n a l , 6 / 2 6 / 1 8 8 0 , 8 / 2 8 / 1 8 8 0 , 2 /5 /1881 
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i n t h e l i f e and a f f a i r s o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

A key b u i l d i n g i n d o w n t o w n M e l r o s e , L a r r a b e e ' s B r i c k B l o c k r e m a i n s t o d a y i n i t s o r i g i n a l 
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10. Geographical Data 
61 l5 S . F . 

Acreage of nominated proper ty 
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V e r b a l boundary d e s c r i p t i o n a n d j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

T h e n o m i n a t e d p r o p e r t y i n c l u d e s t h e b u i l d i n g and 6115 SF l o t known as P a r c e l 67 as shown 
on a t t a c h e d M e l r o s e E n g i n e e r i n g . ; d e p a r t m e n t map ( S h e e t ' C - 7 , 1 9 3 2 / r e v . 1979)-. 

List a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for p r o p e r t i e s over lapp ing s t a t e or county boundar ies 

state N^ f l code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 
K a t h r y n K u b i e , P r e s e r v a t i o n P l a n n e r w i t h 

name/tit le E l i z a b e t h D u r f e e H e n g e n , P r e s e r v a t i o n C o n s u l t a n t 

organizat ion M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n date N o v e m b e r , 1983 

street & n u m b e r 294 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t te lephone {617) 727-8470 

city or t o w n B o s t o n • state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
T h e eva luated s igni f icance of this proper ty within the state is: 

national state X , o c a l 

A s the des ignated State Histor ic Preserva t ion Officer for the National Historic Preservat ion Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 9 -
665), I hereby nominate this p roper ty for inc lus ion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
accord ing to the criteria and p rocedu res set forth b y J h e Nat ional Park Serv ice. M i '! ; [', 

State Histor ic Preserva t ion Off icer s ignature / / t & ^ c ^ < . ^/C\)^"<<7Wyt<L< 

S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 
title M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n .. d a t e 

Fo r N P S u s e on l y 

I hereby certify that this proper ty is inc luded in the National Register 

date 
K e e p e r of t he Nat iona l Regis ter 

A t tes t : date 
Ch ie f of Reg is t ra t ion 
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