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LETTER FROM "' MARK TWAIN.”

[BPRCIAL TRAVELLING CORRESPONDENT OF THE ALTA.)

[Number ¥ourteen,]

The Glorious “City of the Sea”—The Sights
of Veniee—Relies of Old Tyranmies—
The Chamber of the Council of Ten—-
The Bridge of Sizhs—Ruins of Ancient
Art—The Legend of 8t Mark.

Vexiox, July 20h, 18657,

Yenlce,
What a funny old city this Queen of the Adriatic
is]  Narrow streets, vast, gloomy marble palaces,
black with the corroding damps of centuries, and all
partly submerged; no dry land visible anywhere,
and no sidewalks worth mentioning; if you want to
#0 to chareh, to the theatre, or to the restaurant,
you must call a gondola, [t must be a paradize for
eripples, for verily a man has no use for legs here.
For a dayor two the placelooked 5o like an over-
flowed Sacramento, with its currentless waters
laving the very doorsteps of all the houses, and the
cluster of gondolas made fast under the windows,
or skimming in and out of the alloys and by-ways
that I could not get rid of the impression that there
was nothing the matter here but a spring freshoty
and that the river would fall in a few weeks and
leave adirty high-water mark on the houses, and
the streets full of mud and rubbish.
In the glare of day, there is little poetry about
Venice, but under tho charitable moon its stained
palaces are while agnin, their battered sculptares
are hiddeén in ehadows, and the old city seems
ecrowned again with the grandeur that was hers
throe hundrod yearsago. It is casy, then, in faney,
to people these silent canals with plumed gallants
and fair ladiee—with Shylocks in gaberdine and
sandals, venturing lonns upon the rich argosies of
Venetian commerce—with Othellos and Desdemo-
nas, with Iazos and Rodrigos—with noble fleets and
viotorious legions returning from the wars., In the
treacherous sunlight wo see Venice decayed, for-
lorn, poverty-stricken, and commeroeless—forgot-
ten and utterly insignificant. Batin the moon-
light, her fourtecn conturios of greatness fling their
glories about her, szd once more isshe the prince-
liest among the nations of the earth,
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The Palace of the Doges,

What would one naturnlly want to see first in

Venice? The Bridge of Sighs, of course—and next

the Church and the Great Sauare of St. Mark, the

Bronse Horses, and the famous Lion of St. Mark.
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The Lion’s Mouth—Counctl of Three.
At tho head of the Giant’s Btaircase, where Ma-
rino Faliero was beheaded, and where the Doges
crowned in ancient times, two small slits in
stone wall were pointed out—two harmless,
insignificant Me«l that would never attract &

ger’s altent t these were the terrible

s Mouths! e were gone (kno-ked off
by the during oecupation of Venice),
but these were the throats, down which went the
Anonymous mmdo-.hl.hrm in secretly at dead
olllchlbyunc':y.t at doomed many an inno-
cent man to walk the Bridge of Sighs and descend
into the dungeon which none entered and hoped
to soe the i is was in the old days of
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the Council of ‘fcu and the Council of Three. The
atricians alone governed (Venice—the common
erd had nu vote and no voice. There were 1,500
stricians; from theee, 200 Scn;to wore, oho,ron;
from tho.“s"rnunnbou- a Cauncil of Ten
were sel ,and by secret t nohor

Three. All
these were Government
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s is !{lo&u st vernment,
If the a reo no f, ten to one they
would drown him anyhow, 0 Wi
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::'I'. and no appeal dr,luln\:ru in that
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 The Dungeons and the Bridge of Sighs,
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about procuring the of 8t. Mark. One ox-
rdldoa after anothertried and fuiled, but the pro-

oot wasnever abandoned during four hundred years.
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