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Geological and Ethnological Npeeulations
—Do Oysters  Climb  Hills?—Smyrniote
Millerites—An Asiatic Railway,

SMyrnaA, Asia Minor, Sept. 6, 1867,

Smyrna’s Lions,

Epirors Auta: We inquired, and learned that
the lions of Smyrna consisted of the ruins of the
ancient citadel, whose broken and prodigious bat-
tlements frown upon the oity from a lofty hill just
in the edge of the town—the Mount Pagus.of serip-
ture, they call it; the site of that one of the Seven
apocalyptic Churches of Asia which was located
here in the first century of the Christian era; and
the grave and the place of martyrdom of the ven-
orable Polyearp, who suffered in Smyrna for his
religion some eighteen hundred years ago.

We took little donkeys and started. Polycarp
did not amount to anything save in its character as
5 holy place and one around which cluster the tra-
ditions and associations of a hoary antiquity. [

.| know mnothing about Polyocarp, except that he

served his Lord for three-score and six years and
then was thrown to the wild beasts because he re=
fused to forswear his allegianoce.

The ** Seven Churches'’—thus they abbreviate it
—werejolly enough, We rode there—ahout a mile
and a half in the sweltering sun--and visited a
little Greek church which they said was built upon
the ancient site; and we paid a smnll fee, and the

as o remembrancet of the place,-and ! put mine in
my hat and the sun melted it and the grease ail ran
down the back of my neck; and so now I have not
got anything left but the wick, and it is a sorry
and a wilted-looking wick at that.

I argued with all my wmight that the * churoh”

- | mentioned in the Bible meant a party of Christians,

and not a building; that the Bible spoke of them
as being veryspoor—so poor, I thought, and so sub-
ject to persecution (as per Polycarp’s martyrdom)
that in the first place they probably could not have
affiorded a chuarch edifice, and in the second
wouldn’t have dared to build it in the open light of
day if they vould: and finally, that if they had had

where mear the town. DBut they ruled me down
and scouted my evidences. IHowever, retribution
came to them afterward. They found that they

place: they discovered that the accepted site i« in
the city.

Riding through the town, we could see marks
of the six Smyrnas that have existed here
and been burned up by fire or knocked down by
earthquakes. The hills and the rocks are rent

h: | asunder in places, excavations expose great bloeks d:
p- | of building-stone that have lain buried for ages, | P

and all the mean houses and walls of modern
Smyrna along the way are spotted white with
broken pillars, capitals and fragments of seulptured
marble that once adorned the lordly palaces that
were the glory of the eity in the olden time,

Mysterlous Oyster Mine, i
The ascent of the hill ¢f the citadel is very steop,
and we proceeded rather slowly, But there wero
watters of interest about us. In one place, five
hundred feel above the sea, the perpendicular
bank oun the upper side of the road was ten or fil-

teon feet high, and exposed (hree veins of oyster
sholls, just as you have seen quarts veins exposed
in the cutting of a road in California. The veins
were about vighteen inches thick and two or three
feet apart, and they slunted along downward for a
distance of thirty feet or mou. and then disap-
Lm.mul where the cut joined the road. u.uvon only

nows how far a man might trace them by ** strip-
ping.” They were clenn, nice oyster-shelly, large,
aod just like any other oyster-shells. They were
thickly wmassed together, aud none were scattered
above or below the veins. Kach one was a well-
defined lead by itself, and withont u spur, My first
instinet was to set lp llm usial--

Y momoxt

‘' We, the undersigned, elaim five claims of two
hundred fect eaech, (and one tor discover ) on this
/| ledge or lode of oyster-shells, with II{ its dips,
spuss, angles and sinuosities, and fifty leet on euch
side of the same, to work it, Jote., ote, according to
the wining laws of Bnyroa.”

They were such lnrloeuy natural-looking leads
that I could bardly keep from taking them up.
Awong the u)-cuv -shells Wﬂo mixed many frag-
wents of anclent, broken trockeryware, Now how
did those masses of «»Lour ~shells got there? I can-
not figure it out, roken erockery and oyster-
shells are suvomvv of lutluunu—but then they
ocould have had no such places awsy up there on
that mountsin side in our time, beosuse nobody
s lived up there, A restaurant would ot pay in
such a stony, folluddml desolatod place. Awnd

Tho hill might have Heeti the bottom of the sea,
ones, and got lifted up, with its oystor-beds, by an
earthquake—but, then, how about the crockery?
And, moreover, how about three oyster-heds, one
above another, and thick strata of good, honest
earth hetween?
That theory will not do. It is just poasiblo that
thu hill is onnt Ararat, and that Noah’s Ark
rosted here, and be ate oysters and throwthe shells
overboard. But that will not do, either. Thero
are the three |ayers qnin and the solid earth he-
tween—and, besides, there were only eight in
Noah lfnmlly. and t‘wy oould not have eaten all
these oysters in the two or three months they staid
on top of that mountain. The beasts—however, it
is aun ly absurd to suppose he didn’t know mv
more than to feed the beasts on oyster suppors,
couldn’t afford it, anyhow, e had been out eleven
months, and they must all have been on short ra-
tions for some time.
1t i8 painful—=it is even humiliating—but I am
reduced at last to one slender theory: that the |
nyuon elimbed us there of their own aocord. But
w hut objeot could they have had in view ?~~what
did they want up thor ? What counld n.n{ oyster
want toeclimb a hill for? To elimb a hill must
necessarily be fatigning snd ann ,ff uf exercis ror
am oyster. The most natural on woul
that the oysters olimlud up thm to look at tho

soenery. Yet when you come to reflect u the
nature of an oyster, it seems plain that he does not
csn for scenery, An oyster has no taste for such

he cares nothing for the heautifiil. An
ontor‘il of a retiring disposition and not boister-
ous—not even chedrful above the average, and
never enterprising, But above ali, an oyster doos
not take any interest in vconerybha gcorns it.
What have [ arrived at, now? Bimply at tho point
1 started from—namely: th on rur shells are
t.horo. in regular luou. five hundred feet abmf
the -u.l no man knows hov they got thoro.
have hunted up the cmdo- ks, and the gist of
what they say is this: * ’l‘l;o.v are there, but how
they got there i a mystery.”

Millerism,
Twonty-five years ago, a multitude of lunatics in
Awmerica put on their ascension shirts, took a tear-
ful leave of their friends, and got ready to fiy up
into heaven at the first toot of the trumpet. But

the angel did not blow it. Miller’s resurrection
d.y failed to come to time. The Mille ritol were a
community. I did not suspect that there
woro illers in Asia, but a gentleman tells me that
they had it all set for the world to come to an end
one day about three years ago. There was much
buzzing and preparation for a long time previous-
ly, and it culminated in a wild excitement at the
sppolnudt me, A vast number of the populace
ascended this citadel hill early in the morning, to
get out of the way of the general dutr tion, and
many of tho infatuated eclosed u eir shops
and retired from all earthly bluincu. Buat the
strange part of it was that about three in the after-
noon, while this gentleman and his friends were at
dlnnor ln tbo hotel, & ¢ storm of uin. .ooon~
panied J thunder nnd llltnlu. broko u‘«
continu with dire lur! for tvg om t
was a thing unprecedented nnn at that
of year, and soared some of the most
The streets ran rivers and the hotel floor was fi
ed with water, o dinner had to be od.
When the storm ﬂniahod left every
drenched through and thro and melancholy
and half-drowned, the ascensionists came down
from the monnmn as dry y ohnrity-ooy-
mons! They h o:x‘hh. win npon t °
tearful storm go ”5 ou bolow. and ndl.y
that their propo destruction of the wotld vu
proving a grand success.

The Smyrna B, K.
A nllvuy here in Asia—in the drearay realm of
the Orient—-in the fabled land of the Arabian
Nighte s a flunny thing to think of, And ’ot thq

have got one aiready, and are building
The present one is well built ud well con uot
by an English Com lny. but is not doing
wmense amount of business. The first year it car-
ried a good many passengers, but its freight hst
only comprised 800 pounds of figs!
It runs slmou to tho very gates of Ephesus—a
town great in all .'h of the world—a city familinr
to readers of the Dible, and one whloh was a2 old
as tho hills whr the duolplu of Christ preached
in its streets, dates back to the shadowy ages
of tradition, and was lho irth-place of gods re-
nowldln(imun myth oloc‘ o idea of a lo-
mﬂ ve uulnu through suc : plwo a4 this, and
lnc the phantoms.of its old days of romance
out of their dnuu of dead md gone centuries, i3
&u enough, We journey thltnﬁ t.o--orrow to
uo oolobuudm ns. ARK TwarN.

holy altendantgave each of us a little wax candle |

had been led astray and had gone to the wrong -

hesides, there wasn't any champagne corks aw: oy
the shells, 1f there ever was o re’taurant there, it
must have been 'n BSwyma's palwy days, when th,
hills were covered with houses. 1 could stand one |
restaurant, on those terws: but thea bow about the |
three? Ihid they have restaurants there at Lheree :
different periods of the world Y—becauso there are
two or three fret of solid earth between the oyster
leads. Evideotly, the restauraut solution won't
#NEWeY,
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