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Tent Life in Syria—A Wonderful Horse—In [5!
Bible Land—Seeing Bible Pictures—Reeol« lri"
1
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3 , tio
th Taxes and Taxation in the East—The|,
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X Ix Oamp NEar Temwix g Foka, 1 |t
l'-" VarLey ov LEsaNox, Sept. 12th, f | no
& “Come Like Spirits, So Depart.” me
“The night shall be filled with musie, thy
And the cares that infest the day Co
Shall fo'd their tents like the Arabs, Ch
And as silently steal away.” &
I slept very soundly last night, yet when the Ol
dragoman’s bell rang at half-past five this morniog -
and the ery went abroad of “Ten minutes to dress Ser
for breakfast!” I heard both, It surprised me, be- :—(
of cause I have not heard the breakfast gong in the P
- ship fora month, and whenever we have had ocea- Of“
N | sion to fire a salute at daylight I haveonly found it M
8 | out in the course of conversation afterward. How- .;
= | ever, camping out, even though it be in a gorgeous Ad
Y | tent, makes one frosh and lively in the morning— | .
¢ | eepecially if the air you are breathing is the cool, | =
1| fresh air of the mountains. ;:’
L] 1 wasdresced within the ten minutes, and came :
8 | out. The saloon tent had been stripped of itssides, ooh
© | and had nothing left but its roof; 0 when wo sat "I
i~ | down to table we could look out over a noble pano-
1l | rama of mountain, sea and hazy valley. And sit- ":l:
P | ting thus, the gun rose slowly up and suffused the f :
- | picture with a world of rich eoloring.” Hot mutton ll‘
:'_ chops, fried chicken, omelettes, fried potatoes and o
d | coffee—all excellent. This was the bill of fare, It o4
l. was sauced with a savage appetite purchased by ::lo
a | hard ridiog the day before, and refreshing sleep in d';
. | & pure atmosphere. As I called for my second cap l'I
® | of coffee, I glanced over my shoulder, and behold our
- | white village was gone—the splendid tents had van- PM'
g | ished like magic! It was wonderful how quickly “;,
+ | thoseArabs had *“folded their tents:” and it was won- | yw
e | derful, alas, how quickly they got the thousand odds | Na
k | and ends of the camp together and disappeared Eh‘
1 | with thew. BP'
y | By half-past six we were under way, and all the | Cle
p | Syrian world geemed to he under way also. The
, road was filled with mule trains and long proces-| 1T
sions of camels. This reminds me that I have been | jop
trying for some time to think what a camel looks | Th,
®|like, and now I have made it out. When he is | ¢
P | down on all his knees, flat on his breast to receive| R
¥ | hisload, he looks like a goose swimming: and when | yor
he is upright he looks like a bob-tailed ostrieh with | na
fore-legs to it. Camels are not beautiful, and their !i.‘
, | long underlip gives them an exceedingly “'gallus” | e
h | expression, They have immense,flat,forked cushions ev
3 of feet, that make a track in the dust like a pie &'
with a slice cut out of it. They are not particular | por
about their diet. They would eat a tomb-stone if | Mr,
they could bite it. A thictle grows abou here| M
which has needles on it that would pierce through ,',’;::,
leather, I think; if one touches you, you ean find ult??
* | relief in nothing but profanity. The camels eat ‘?i |
these. They show by their actions that they enjoy ,,o'il
them. I expect it would be a real treat to acamel | asa
to have a keg of nails for supper. ‘hx
“Jerico " tion
While I am epeaking of animals, I will mention °'";
i | that I have got a horse by the name of * Jerico.” t;ﬂ]
He is a mare. 1 have seen remarkable horses be- | byt
fore, but none o remarkable as this. I wanted a | ™f!
y | horse that could shy, and this one fills the bill, I|ide
¢ had av idea that sbying indicated spirit. It I was | pois
correct, 1 bave got the most spitited horse on earth. | " M
+ | He shies at ".,{lhwil he comes across, with the | gav
) | utmost impartiality. He appoars to have a mortal |~ M
dread of telegraph poles, especially: and it is for- | pro
" | tunate that these are on both sides of the road, be- | vail
7 | enuse as it is now, 1 never fall off twice on the same | yoti
y | side. 1f1 fell on the same side alwayr, it would | and
ot to be wonotonous after a while,” This creature | sam
* | has got scared st everything he has seen to-day, | twe
| oxooptshu{ wagon, He walked up to that with | for |
) | an intrepidity and recklessness that were astonish- | A
) | ing, And it would fill sny one with admiration to | figh
- | #ee how he prezerves his self-possession in the pre- | ajly
| | sonce of a barley sack. This dare-devil bravery | orat
9 | will be the death of this horse some day. tute
. He is not particularly fast, but | thin{ he will get | in i
| we through the Holy Land, He has only one fault. | add
' | His tail bas been ehopped off or driven up, and he | hay,
' | hias to fight the flies with his heele, This is all very
well, but when he tries to kick a fly off the top of
his head with his hind foot, it is too mueh variety. | T1
| He is going to ket himself into trouble that way,
| some day. He reaches around and bites my logs, mor
too, 1 don’t care particularly about that, only 1| witk
' | don’t like Lo seea horse too sociable, is to
| | I think the owner of this prize had & wrong opin- | (he
, | fon about him. Me had an ides that he was one of | ters
those fiery, uotawed stecds, but be is not of that | Fra
' ctruowr. 1 know the Arab has this idea, beoan hun
| | when he brought the horse to me for inspection io | darl
, | Beirout, he ke »t{ork_ms at the bridle and shouting | four
in Arabie, “Ho! will you? Do !(Lu want to run | whil
' | away., van foronions beast, and. hreak vonr neek ?” | 4yed
when all the time the horae was notdoin: anything | tha
in the world, and only looked like he wanted to
lean up against gomething and think. Whenever
he is not shying at things, or reaching afterafly, he T
' | wants to do that yet. How it would surprise his
| ownor to know this, oty
: Bikle Land, Hal
| We have been in a historical section of country | 48
| all dsy. Atnoon we camped three hours and took | ypy
| luncheon at Mokseh, near tho junction of the | the
'| Liebaunon Mountains and the Jebel ol Kuneiyiseh, | 0%
| and looked down into the jmwmense, level, garden- r&
, | like Valley of Lebanon. To-night we are eamp- | and
| | ing near the same valloy, and have a vory long | the
sweep of it in view. We can see the long, whale-
backed ridge of Mount Hermon projecting above
| the eastern hills, The *'dews of Hermon' are] 7
falling upon us now, and the tents are almost
- | soaked with them, : am
Over the way from us, and higher up tho valley, | Thi
we can discern, through the glasses, the faint out- | mit
“|lines of the wonderfal ruins of the Baalbee, | noi
-|the Baal-Gad of Eeripture. Joshua, and av- | arn
: | other gentleman, whose name has esoaped | oqr¢
| me, were the two spies who were sent into | reg
) | thiz land of Caanan from Egypt to report upon its | ;,qi
| character -1 mean they were the spies who re- | hij
8 | ported favorably—which report was received, and | jng
the committee discharged. They took back with | req
rhem some gpecimens of the grapes of this country, | rut!
- | and in the children’s picture-books they are always
| represented as bearing one monstrous bunch swung
*|to a pole between them, a respectablo load for s | (
1 puk—trai% The Sunday school books stretched it thi
« | a Jittle. The grapes are most excsllent to this day, | “*V
{ | but the bunchos are not as large as those in the | ing
¢ | pictures. Iwas surprised and hurt when I saw | Mo
, | them, because those colossal buneches of 1npes was | Bal
s | one of my most cherished juvenile traditions. Thi
y | . Well, Joshua reported favorably, and the chil- | 4,
« | dren of Leracl started out, with Moses at the hea N
of the general government, and Joshuain command | (h,
of the army, of 600,00) fighting men. Of women | ryj
and children and civilians there was a countless | the
swarm. Ofall that mighty host none but Joshun | N
" | ever lived to set his foot in the Promised Land. | )
- | They wandered forty years in the desert, and then |
old Moses, the gifted warrior, poet, statesman and | De
i | philosopher, went up into Pisgah and met his mys- | jts
. | terious fate. Where he was buried no man knows: | 23,
v ‘s % * noman dug that sepulchre, 2oy
D And no man saw it e'er— Cle
B For the Sons of God upturned the sod Oth
And laid the dead man there!” As
: Then Joshua started on his terrible raid, and i !
" | from Jericho clear to this Baal-Gad, over here, he J‘a
swept the land like the Genius of Destruction, He
" | slaughtered the people, laid waste thewr soil, ana ""l'
razed their cities to the ground. He wasted thirty-
- | one Kings, also. One may esll it that. though re- | S
. { ally it can hardly be called wasting them, because 'Il‘
s | there were always plenty of Kings in those days, §
. | and to spare. At any rate, he closed out thirty-one | /o4
, | Kings, and divided up their realms among his Is-
raelites, He divided up this valley stretched out 1
here before us, and =0 it was once Jewish territory.
They have long gince dluppgared from it, hawever. | the
€} Down gonder, an hour’s journey from here, we | Sy,
t | passed through an Arab village of stone dry goods | .
4 | boxes (it.hey Jook like that,) where old father Noah's | ‘B8
tomb lios under lock and key. (N oah was the party | ¥
y | who built the ark.] Over these old hills and va!leys | ¥
.. | the ark that contained all that was left of a van- B
; | ished world once floated, B
.1 Noah’s tomb is built of stone, and is covered with 1
a lon:utono building. Bucksheesh let us in. The | I
building had to be long, because the grave of the| 1}
honored old pavigator is two hundred and tea feet | 1
€| long itself! 1tis only about four feet high, though.
n § The vroof that this is the genuine spot where Noah
. | was buried can only be doubted by uncommonly | 1
incredulous people. The _evidence is pretty | ,p
e § straight. Shem, the son of Noah, was present at !
- | the burial, and showed the place to his descend- | P®
If | ants, who transmitted the knowledge to his de- | ers
f | scendants, and the lineal descondants of these in- | th
troduced themselves to us to-day. It was pleasant | be
w make the avquaintance of membars of 8o respect- § ruf
's f able a fawily. It wusa thing to be rroud o# U S
o | was the next thing to being acquainted with Noah | be
himself, Se
| Noah’s memorable voyage will a'ways possess a | se1
't’ living interest for me, henceforward. Po
j An Unfortunsate People. o
If ever an oppressed race existed, it is this ome | Hi
we see fottered around us under the inhuman tyr- | ¥4
anny of the Ottoman Empire. I wish Earope would | iy
., ] 1et Russia tone Turkey down a little, The Syrians | Le
| wre very poor. and yot they are ground down by a | th
:rlum of taxation that would drive any other na | co
on frantio. Last year their taxes were heavy | of
d | snough, in all conscience—but this year they have | |
is Pon ncreased by the addition of taxes that were | di
... | forgiven them in times of famine in forwer years | pu
of | On top of this the Government has levied a tax of
one-tenth of the whole proceeds of the land. This
is only half the story. The Pacha of a Pachalia Pn
ve | does not bother himself with appointing Tax Col-
, | lectors. He figures up what all these taxes ought
' | to amount to in & certain distriet., Then he farms
the collection out, He calls the rich men together, | |
es | the highest bidder gets the speculation, pays the | de
os | Pvcha ﬂthe spot, and then eelis out to smaller fry, | th
is who sellin tarn to a piratical horde of still maller | Rq
fry. These latter compel the peasant to bring his | Cr
little trifie of f n to the village, at his own cost. | ne
vo | It must be weighed, the various taxes set apart and | or
oy the remainder returned to the producer. Butthe | A
Collector delays this duty dl{ after day, while the | Ki
n- | producer’s family are perishing for bread; at last | ¢o
yn | the poor wreteh, who cannot but understand the | A,
d, ro. says take a quarter—take half—take two- | ce
. | thirds, if you will, and let me gol It must be the | Ci
most outrageous state of things in all the world, he
These people are naturally good-hearted and in- | H
h- | telligent, and with edueation and liberty, would | ra
i- | be a apg: and contented race. They often ap- | m
| peal to the stranger to know if the great world will
¥ | not some day come to their reliel and save them. di
s, | The Bultan .i’bun lavishing money like water in |
in t‘Enqltaml and Paris, but his subjeots are sweating | !
or it now.
In More Splendor, {:,'
e This style of camping out bewilders wme, We|J,
he have got boot-jacks and a bath-tub, now, and yet ﬁ'
Lol all tho mysteries the pack-mules carry are not re- (,'
hy | vealed. Brown has come to believe, at last, that | Ji
of | the dragoman has got Aladdin’s lamp hidden about | N
his person, and has coased to besurprised at any-
ab g e has gone out now to inquire if the |
he | dragoman has brought a piano ulonﬂ. M
n ARk Twain, 0
be ;,\,\ & ——— ‘ Ly




