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.'_' Portralt of a Syrlan Village, g"t

That is the cheapest way to put it, perhape. | lo
1 There is & Syrian village of the usual style near
as | here, and I think they spell it Kaf'r Houer, but I |ty
lo | do not know. It don’t matter, though, Most peo- | il
0 | ple don’t care anything about names, and canoot
regollect them after they hear them. When Isay | oy
w | that that village is of the usual style, I meaun to in- | &r
0 | sinuate that all Byrian villages within fifty miles ||/
at | of Damascus are alike—so much alike that it would | q¢
is | require more than. human intelligenca to tell | &t
10 | wherein one differed from snother. A Syrian f.:
village is a hive of huts one story high (six feet ) | ol
r- | and as square ns a dry goods hox; it i=wmod- | &Y
N | plaster all over, flat roof and all, and gen-| &
orally white-washed after a fashion. The|in
& | same roof often exiends over half the town, | Wl
y | covering many of the streets, which are generally o
Il { about & yard wide, When you ride through one of fth
- | these villages at noonday, you first meet a melan- *10
rs | ohaly dog, that Jooks up ab you and silently hegs | ;.
It { that you won’t run over him, but he does not offer | al
y, | to et vut of the way: next you mest a young hoy | W
1. | without any clothes on, and he holds out his hand | ¢
aud says ' Bucksheesh!"—he don’t really expect a | sh
oent, but then he learned to say that before he | o1
learned to say mother, and now he cannot break | *
himself of it; next you meot a woman with a black | st
veil drawn closely over her face, and har bust ex- | th
posed; finally, yan come to several sore-eyed chil-
dren and children in all stages of mutilation and | jo
deoay; and sitting huwmbly in the dust, and
all frioged with filthy rags, is a poor devil | f|
- | whoso arms and legs are gonarled and twisted |«
- | like grupevines. Thece are all the peoble youare|
likely to ses, The balance of the pepulation sre | th
asleop within doors, or abroad tending goats in the | the
plaing and on the hill sides. The village is built | m¢
on sowe poor little water-course (water isa searcel, /
article in thia country), and about it is a litele | },’“
fresh-looking vegetation. Beyond this charmed hﬁ
cirgle, for miles on every side, stretches a weary | Vit
dedort of sand and gravel, which produces a gray
bunchy shrub like sage brush. A Syrian village is | do
tha sorriest sight in the world, asd its surroundings Sli(
are cminently in keeping with it. :hi

Nimrod, the Mighty Hunter, eot
I woald not have gone into this digsertation upon | hy
Syrian villages but for the fact that N.mrody the | i
Mighty Hunter of Boriptural notoriety, is buried in h',‘;
this one close to which our Lents are pitehed, and I | du
wabted you to know about how he is located. Like | tar
Hotuer, ho is daid to be buried in many other places, ..,'!
but this is the only true and genuine place where | the
he js planted. Bu
Nimrod was a brick. When the original tribes ﬁ:"
. | were dispersed, more than four thousand years ago, | Ca
| Nimrod and a large party travelled three or four | #
t | bundred miles, and prefmpted a claim where the b
t

RAOoFE "R C©

T« &

- o~

]
\
0
\
J
’
1
]
'
1

real city of Babylon afterwards stood. Nimrod :;::
uilt that city. He also began to build the famous |, »
Tower of Babel, but circumstances over which ho 11
had no contral put 1t out of hispower to finish it. He Co
*|ran it up eight stories hivh, however, and two | o
of thom still ulwd at this day—a buge wountain tor
of brickwork, rent down the oo !rob’o.r makes, | o
i | and seared and vitrified by the lightnings of an ind
, | augry God. Bnt the vast ruin will still stand for | .o
ages, to thawe the puny labors of these modern | o
generabions of men. Its huge compartments are 1
- | tenanted by owis and lions,and old Nimrod lies peg- 1
4 l od in this wrotched village, far from the scone 0
r is grand umorprlu. He ‘hi the best he could | 4.
mth his Imlo tower, but tlu.v rung in oo many
languages on him, W hen th mta kot so mixed that
when a mason sung out for brie
him mortar, Nimrod saw that the game was up with

him, avd 50 he settlad with the hands and lefl de- fl,','
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s and they brought | oo

;
: stroying Time a job of fifty centuries to worry ovor. the
3 Banlbee, ing
‘ ‘JBat | am getting along too fast. When I wrote :::

lask we were um-:ouchlns Baalbec, & noble ruin | see
whose history is a sealed book, It has stood there | #ve

o tor thousands of years, the wonder and adwmiration ;r';‘
of travellers—but who buailt it, or when it w J buily g0
* | are questions (hat may never by answer Ono fioa
o | thipg 15 very sure, though, Buch grandour of design, ||
! uu‘{«uub matchless grace of exceution, as one sees
s | in the temples of Baalbee, have not been equalled wh
or eveu approached in any work of men’s bands that
bhag been built within twe nty centuries past,
. e greal Temple of the Sun, the lemplo of Ju- tg,
piter, and several swallor temples, are clustered to

gother in the widst of oue of these miserable Syr- ple
s | ian villages, and look strapgely engugh in such ple- +
| beian company, These great tem.T o8 are built upon {"
) mumuu tructions Lhat unuhl wtuuu. world, ovi
almost; the materiale uml nre blogks of stone a8 |
ATRO A: AN nlulll"ll vory fow, il any of them, aro :,‘1
Cdsmaller than a carponter’s tool chest—and these ‘:'
| fabstructions are traversed by tans els through "M
which u train of care could pass. With such founda- | !

tions as these, it is little wonder that Baalbeo haus ', |
lasted o long, The Temple of the Sun is nearly |}
three hundrod feet long and one hundred and sixty
wide. It had ffty-four columns around it, but
: onlg six aro standing now—the others lie hroken
- | &t its base, a confused and pioturesque heap. The
t‘" «nltlums are porfect, as also are their bases-
ofinthian capitals and entablature — and six 1

more shapely columns do not exist. The | fov
colamns aod the ontablature together arp | 0
ninpty feet high—a prodigious altitude for bhei
shafts of stone to reach, truly—and yet one on'y | *°
thinks of their beauty and symmetry when looking | N¢
, | ot them; the pillars look slender and delicate, the Mr
onuhlaluro. with its elaborate sculpture, looks | *
like rich stucco work. Bat when you have gazed
| | aloft til! your eyes are weary, you wiance at the j W©
| | great fragments of pillars smong wnich youn are J 0048
) | standing, and find that they are eight feet throngh; | W*
# | and with them lie beautiful ¢ nrnnl apparently as "‘“
\

y
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large as a small ovttage; and aleo single slabg of
stone, superhly soulptured, that are four or five foot u‘
. { thiok ana would eompletely cover the flooref sny |
t | ordinary parlor. You wooder where these mon- 'l‘
\ | strous things came from, and it takes yousome
- Llittle time to satisly yourgelf that the miry and ‘”'
grageful fabrie that towers above your head is | OW
made up of their mates. [treowms too preposterous. | 49!
The Temple of Jupiter i m a smaller ruin than the My
t | onel have boen speaking of, and yet i8 immense. [t | on!
is in a tolerable state of preservation. One row of | cal
ning columny stands almost upicjured. They are | no!
Nl!7 -five toot ligh and support a sort of poreh or 4
roof, whioh comnects them with the roof of the |do!
bullll ng. This porch-roof is compo=ed of tremen | rer
dous slabs of etone whioh arezosuperbly sculptured | wh
on the under side that the work looks like a finely | #¢/
finished fresco from below. One or two of lx‘m for

slabe had fallen, and again { i thogi pal
= | tio masses ofebrvod stone that Iay about we were |0
t | no larger than those above my head. Within the 271,
temple, lho ornamestaton was maenifigent and 1
colassal. What a wonder of architectural beauty J r2¢
and grandeur this edifice must have been when it | hit
was new! And what a noble picture it and its}. 1
statelier comapanion, w th the chans of miehty frag- 13,
inel:‘u soattered about them, mukes in the moon- ‘l""
ig g

I cannot congeive how-these umnonu blxkn of | vol
stone were ever hauled from the quarries how | aw
they were ever raised to tho dizzy houhu they oc- | o1

cupy in the tem »t.od thi
blo&n aro trifles ﬁ"ﬁ ﬁvm‘d with w ter
hewn blocks that fg.m the mdo verandah or pln- tio
form which surro Great Tomple, One | ani
streteh of that platform, .!I)foot long, m pﬁ ing
of bloeks of stone as large, and some of d
b tha o . | houghsbors wrwlrat |
r twelve
mlu but they ?in hnnmemwoo.nndi de
those which formed another section of the | del
pu orm. These wero three in mumber, and 1 |rig
thought that uch of them w ‘bout u l o a8
four street cars. In comlnur length il
stones stretoh mearly 200 feet: they m .fo} |
squdare; two of tlum are 61 feet long s 1
and: the t.hird is 69, They built iuto the | Co
massive w&l some m feet above the ground. | tht
ere, but how they got there is the | P
qn&ln. 1 bave zeen the hull ouembm st ‘
smaller than one of
'omm a8 exaot
we build ofbﬂeh in thu lo
of gods or of giants nm vehl
boo lnm s oontury ago. Men Jike the men of

[
ent w tho ullm w:.fm.. of
bee were taken. [t wasabout a cmnlor of I
mil ~down hill, In vnon

oﬁ -

m otol oatnooil r

?-.d i{"."ﬁ“ - innts uu‘h 57& go?gm ‘1.’ u|:
oft it when qu%“ bono—m

A lhc had left it to remorn for thousan yon.n.' for

> oquent rebuke unto such as sro prone to think | Co

4 lli:itmgly of the men who lived before them, This | #i¢
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enormous block lies there, nud.v uared and | 'h
for tllo builders’ hands—a solid ‘;q.. va
t by seven ‘monty feet | ol R.
uggies could a5t of each ; fot
* { one end of it to the other, and hno room cnoun
i for a man or two to walk on e ither i o
i ?mh atm laid nal: hy .lde in Plat t‘h: h':o:.‘ﬂ
euve s roow for an a e might step
: upo. thomhf:om tho‘ ‘lt.h.l tl? Ei
Youm wear tha eJ
0 oogo W kimou. tnd ‘\l the othor“ &l no-
1 botween K f om Come and Baalbec wonld
’ be their poor little nunu upon the w-‘l,
s wBu’ th‘ --l" rn o and would i the
: wn, the county.an u.u y came from—
and swearing thus, yon wou bo"om\.t. 1t is a
a1 pity some great ruin does not fall in and flatten
out sgome of these cattlo nnd sowre their tribe out

3 of evor zivinf their namea to fmﬂt n uu w.llu
Jho Eere S e g ST
{: ftom their n.tlnu 1IN 14 p

it Trouble lnwlu.

8] I was going to write about the ancient city of
Damagous, but this last new horsé I have got is try-
ing te break his neck over the tent-ropes, and 1

[
all have to m out and ancher hins, Jericho and
0 ’. { t oo PADY. ﬂouw horse i not mueh | by
9 Oue ol his hind legs bouds the
A wruu wny. tln other one bu straight and stiff | in
\t r a tent pole.  Most of his toeth uvo xono. and h M
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10 | tedious journey before we, snd, they natural
d | gocupy my thou hts about as muoh as mnm:; o{
0 | apparen nuler unﬁonuoo And whil
» am w nx sbout. 7’0
al | again and caved in one side of ounl.nd g
just a8 g u&ut of deors, 1shall have to go ony “
M | and no sk Twary, |
! 2 L ——— . dl




