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The Oldest City of the World-e-Paradise---
“ Beantiful for Situation"«-=The Gardens
of Damascus---Abana and Pharpar---
Modern  Adaptation of the Niory of
Naaman---The Horrors of Leprosy.

——

Baxniasg, September, 1867,
Damascns the Kternal,

“Thonch old as history itself, thou art fresh as
the breath of spring, bl oommg as thine own rose-

B ud, and fragrant as thine own orange-flower, O
amascu#, pear] of the East!’

Damascus dates back anterior to the days of
Abraham, and is the oldest eity in the world. It
was founded by Uz, the grandson of Noah. *The
early history of Damasocus is shronded in the miste
of a hoary antiquity.” Leave the matters written
of in the first elaven chapters of the Old Testament
out, and no recorded event has occurred in the
world but Damascus was in existence to receive the
news of it. Go back as far as you will into the
vague Past, there was always a Damascus. In the
writings of every century for more than four thou-
sand years, its name has been mentioned and its
praizes sung. To Damsscus, years are ouly mo-
ments, decades are only flitting trifles of time,
S8he measures time, not by day: and months and
nm. but by the empires she has seen rise,
and prosper and crumble to ruin. She is a type of
immortality. She saw the foundations of Baalbec,
a-d Thebes and Ephosus laid; she saw them grow
into mighty cities, and amaze the world with their
grandeur—and she has lived to see thom desolate,
deserted, and given over to the owls and the bats.
She saw the Israelitish Empire exalted, and she saw
it annihilated. She saw (reece rise and flourish

gaw Rome built; she saw it overshadow the world
with its power; she saw it perich, The few hun-
dreds of years of Genoese and Voumn might and
lendor were, to grave old Damascis, only a tri-
tnl scintillation hardly worth remembering. Da-
masons has seen all that bas ever occurred on earth,
d still she lives. She has looked upon the dry
nes of a thousand Empires, and will see the
tombs of a thousand wmore before she dies. Though
rolhor claims the name, old Damascus is by right
e Kternal City.
] Mahomet's Faradise, and the Bible's.
- We arrived, after a long day’s ride in & scorching
sun, upom a high mountain overlooking the city,
and as the glare of day mellowed into twilight, we
Iooked down upon a picture which is celebrated all
aver the world. 1 think I have read about four
hundred tjmes that when Mahomet was a simple
eamel driver he reached this point and looked down
upon Damascus for the first time, and then called
at the office and got his money. MHe said mancould
enter only one paradise; he preferred to go to the
ald regular one above. 5o he sat down there and
Qulcd his eyes upon the earthly paradise of Da-
mascus, and then went away without entering is
gates. They have erected a tower on the hifl to
mark the epot where be stood,
Damaseos is beautiful from the mountain. It is
Heautiful even to foreigners agcustomed to luxuri-
ant vegetation, and 1 can easily understand how
unspoakably beautiful it must be to eyes that are
only used to the God-forsaken barrenness and des-
alation of Byria. 1 should think a Syrian would
%o wild with ecstacy when such a pioture bursts
upon him for the first time,
10 a vast level plain Damascus sits, a great snow-
white city nestling in 1he heart of asea of brilliaat

d down the plain and is fve or six miles
wide. Outside of that Dbillowy expanse
of shining foliage is the desert-—pure,
unadulterated, yelluw sand, apparently, aud
-pooth us velvet, and threaded far away with fine
o8 Lhat stand for roads, and dotted with creeping
ites that we kpow are oamel-trains snd journey-

¢ wen~—and fencing in the desert are bald, bare
uululnu that have no green lhln( about them to
tlo their for lddwt aspeot, From Mahowet's
nulnt ou bave t | of dreary mountains,

l o wide, nl ow desert, lho onse wass of rich green
lahuo and lho great white city with its hundred
domes nd “{ rrt urminmu. gleaming out of the
4 tofit. You ese for & pioture—and when
u think o the lounu of hlhhud. blasted, sandy,

" nt, ugly, duuy. infamous eountry
’«i ‘l\oﬂ over to get bere, you think it is the
st beantiful mm.f pieture that ever huwan

eyes rested uwnw wll the world! 1f I were to go to
mascus again, | woul uuuv on .buuus hill

t & woek, and then go away, Thereis non
u‘au inside lbe walls. el of was wise wit
{ kuowing It when heé decided nol to go -\nna

into tho Paradize of Damascus
There is an honored old tradition that the im
wense garden which Damasous stands in was the
£ rlon of Kdep, and modern writers have .ulbor
ed up mapy chapters of evidence g o w
t .t It really wns the Garden of Eden, and that
L Rivers Pharpar an Abana are the *‘two
rivers'’ that watered Adam’s Paradise. It may be
s, but it i« nct Paradise now, and one would be as
b pp; outside of it as he would be likely to be
within. It 18 80 erooked and cramped and dirty
that one cannot realize that he is in the splendi
oity he saw from the bill top. The gardens are
hidden by high mud walls, and the Paradise is be-
come a vory sink of pollution and uncomeliness,
l)lmucun as plenty of olenr, pure water in it,
nzh and this is enough, of itself, to make an
b think it beantiful and blessed. Water is
m.rco in blistered Syria. We ran railways by our

romds 8o as to make them run by the meagre little
;‘ddlu they call ** foun'sine,” and which are not
nd oftener on journey than every four hours,
Batthe “rivers” of Pharpar and Abana of Serip-
ture (they do not ameunt te quite as much as the
Carson and the Humboldt) run through Damascus,
and 50 overy house and every garden have their
sparkling fountaing and rivalets of water. With
her forest of folinge and her abundance of water,
Damascus must be & wond (woador- to the Be-
douin from the deserts. masons 18 n(mply nn
is—that is what it is. {or four thoaﬂ
watets have not ono ryor t- fertility fallcd.
N w you understsnd why the city has existed so
lo r It conld not die. So long as its waters ro.
n to it away out there inthe midst of that howl-
do~ort. 80 lou will Damnmu llvo to bless the
cof rd thirsty wayfare
they just think tbem are no such

dioulou!y .bont oll. n wlu three
md ynn e not_ Aban. ‘:5

D u than
L not was them
beolean?” ut perhaps you never houd the story.
I will give it you.

! The Story of Naaman.
ajor General Naaman was the Commander-in-

1 He was the pet of the King, and had much

shekels, and lived in a two-story house and put on
m style than any man in Damascus. * He was a

) | migh'y mw in valor. Imt he wasa leper.” [Strange-

1y enough, the house they point out to you now as
i "\)oon

turned into the

rn ates expose their boradmmq hold
up tbclr ghastly hands and for buok-
écsh” when you en r} A “little tive

elitish maid m-vut of Naaman’s wife re-
ked ono day that if the Pro hotll ‘,
Ilv in Samaria somew or
hol umn ‘s ouu. ho oou d ouro h
oame to tbumof ’s friend, the K
o at once (on uch shi ovidoo«). t his
dor General off to awith b ou

Q‘ :n dootors’ bllh. §
ulnu lver, m #ix thousand pioou of
nont.” This would

e e
r‘bloo like & vntworod '015

fed by tho nv 'ho was in in
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c. bu .nt xf an ll of 0 i
g“c'i.'; icl:l‘}. pa}uw ol '?‘ngl: ou:o l’) ‘:;‘3
.hihu:;ol;;—wuh - .l. o Jordan- -an
't,:"l;:ml.l:"‘l. ‘m-a' t 'u t *.d
o by any weans, %n ‘o wash in tg: foﬂ?nl

'9528“

hat was what s k W
theh that he said: Are not A u 03 i’h.r
riv of Damasous. w than al
Isrdel? may I not w :
And he told his eunuch to drivo on. 'u very

h.
s '.I'ai‘:...l:d he:rd Inally \uv"l' n‘s-tf 3"’

(il“ { his vﬂ':zt: dnosovon .
e 88 0 o
..;;',,.:"' i dahs g

at ance to acknowledge t
do h:m. and whn.tonol or h Tier mmolou
conduoct as well eou sar

was in store for rkn: he o t!:',g,m b‘ge
sheesh, and it was rel lymmwpou-
gible that this could have ocourred in Byria. y.
in Syria, ifa porsnn even looks at yon ‘o ex
piastro or two for bcksheesh, and if he sm hn. ho
es double.] Naaman o n
.rd fuh il was nfnu

F Cehani, b ”:i'u’m'm (brophots paid
® pro ]
not high wages in’l.hon days), atd, - &hold.

m hath w‘rd N

reo vli‘nx.lt his hands Mu“ muht"

as the Lord liveth 1 will ran nfht him and uko
sum what of bim

t.lu prophet’s loose way of doing busi-
unu rn after Naaman, an :.t up an ab-
surd uor ahout two youll men of the sons of the
g‘romm aving juct uﬁ on a bitof & totr from

omt. ve them, 1 p
hl’om. o? nr ad ‘two olnuuoth iyt
u “"M't le as much as he lll.d. ud
}Qe ack bomo» following the two or-
vun o uuum that ourlod the silver—for there
werd two men's oui- of it, And when he
came (o the tower the tru-
sure within sad di L.md the wen. Then
chuckled to himself as one that had dou.lgoo:
ing and knoweth to go slow and ke
about it; and he went and stood hnfore Iﬂ’l
master, and uld ln hu amxul way of up
that he dn't m
nl t. He now inow w.n
t.h ng. 5o, he pronounced a curse upon him which
tolmblo u:gt w?: wolrl esorved "

e, o leprosy therefore of Na el v
bound unto thy seed on?“ X‘ﬁ “o.
from his presence a leper as white uowa

ne cannot appreciate the horror o that eurse

ntilhe looks upon lepm«y in all its ghastliness, in

.1! anecie uzt dwelli nc there rn Damasous.

Hon I twis out of shape, un.t kuolu Jro-

trudipg from fuce and body, JUlnli’ ing and
dropping away—1 pass. ank Twaiw,

e -~

lu hh
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two thousand years, and die. In her old age she |,

green shrubbery that strotches for fifteen miles up | b®

largo cities in America; in Syria they curve the | !

ﬁ world as their li Am md
.!P asoen l" ‘i»
ngs, © .pw rus !

Chief of the Syrian armies and wore the brass col- a

lmtuou un. t pover start °
QL-"M the |ist
ot wolld ru dow ad lnnto him in lnd‘

"r"lf he eaid ﬁno .‘{h t“ 'ﬁ %oﬁ n.lw ‘

; would ulo “somewhat ' of llm He was |
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