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T1EE HOLY LAND EXCURSION.

LETTER FROM ‘* MARK TWAIN.”

[SPECIAL TRAVELLING CORRESPONDENT OF THE ALTA.|

(Number T hirty-One,|

In Damaseus — Unexpeeted Comforls — Streel
Seenes—The Story of Paul—The House
and Well of Ananias—0Other Damaseene
Lions—“Christian Dogs’'—Turkish _In-
gratitude, : .

Baxiag, September, 1867,

More of Pamascus,

Wereached the city gater that night we arrived,
uat at sundown=—just in time to get in before the
gates were olosed for the night, They do say that
you ocan get into any walled eity of Syria, after
pight, for bucksheesh, except Damasous. But Da-
‘masduy, with its four thousand years of respectabil-
ty in the world, has many old fogy notions. There
are no street lamps there, and the law compels all
who go abroad at night to carry lanterns, just as
was the cage in old days, when heroes and heroines
of the Arabian Nights walked the streets of Damas-
cus, or flew away toward Bagdad on enchanted car-
pets.

It was fairly dark a few minutes after we got
within the wall, and we went long distances
through wonderfully crooked streets, eight to ten
feet wide, and shut in ou either gide by the high
mud walls of the gardens, At last we got to where
tanterns could be seen flitting about here and
there, and knew we were in the midst of the cu-
rious old city. Tn a little narrow street, crowded
with our pack-mules and with aswarm of uneouth
Arabs, we alighted, and through a kind of a hole
in the wall entered the hotel. Wagtood in a grest
flagged court, with flowers and citron trees about
us, and a huge tank in the centre that was
receiving the waters of many pipes, Weorossed the
sourt and entered the rooms prepared to receive
four of us, Inalarge marble-paved recess hetween
the two rooms was a tank of elear, cool watler,
which was Kept ranning over all the time by the
streams that were pouring into it from half a dozén
pipes. Nothing, in this scorching, desolate land
could look so refreshing as this pure water flashing
in the lamp-light; nothing could look so beautiful,
nothing could ronnd 8o delicious as this mimie rain
to ears long unaccustomed to sounds of such a na-
tare. Ourroows were large, comfortably furnished,
and even had their flogrs clothed with soft, cheer-
ful tinted earpets. It was u jolly thing to scea
carpet agaio, for if there is anything drearier than
the tomb-like, stone-paved parlors and bedrooms

of Earope, I do not know what it iz. They make
one think of the grave all the time. A very
broad, hard oushioned, gaily comparisoned
divan some twelve or fourteen feet long, extended
across one side of each room, and op}r osite were
single beds with spriog mattrasses, There were
great looking-glasses and marble-top tables. All
this luxury was as grateful to systems and senses
worn out with an exhausting day's travel, as it was
unexpected—for one onnnot tell what to expoot in
& Turkish city of even a quarter of a million in-
habitanta,

I do not know, but I think they used that tank
botwae the rooms to draw drmkmc water from;
that d t 3 however, until I had
dlppo«l w n‘lnl ‘he fh‘r down into its caol
depths. thought of it th o‘ superb as o
bath was, I was sorry I en it. nn was abou

to go and explain to tho Iudlmd A fine) our
nnd scented poodle-dog fliukocl up lht{ wi
the ealfl ot my leg just then, aod ’

I
botm:a mk 1 bld soused bim 'o

ing with a pltc erl won‘hl? sn’%?t :‘:ﬂ:po?g-

ln:| to dig out udno{, suocceeding very well. Sat
revwﬁo wr all neodul to make me parfeo
happy, an en 1 walked in tosupper that fipst
night in Damascus l was bliuful. We lay on tbm
broad divans o long uuu. er sup, lmok
narghilies and long-3 obibouks, & f

ing about tho inlnrnul ri o of the day, J knew
then what I had sometimes known bofura—-tha.tn
i wmth‘ilu J’ tired out, becavse one 50 eu-
Joys restingn hnmr

Dumascus Street tar,
In the morning we sent for donkeys. It is

I said Damasous was an old fogy, snd she is. Any-

where elig we been agsailed by & elum-
OrOus Army rﬂh’ r!vcrs. uidor. puldl&ru
ard—~but in D umu(

very sightof a forelgn Christian th t they want no
muruumu whutever wit him on yo yo-r or two
age, his somn Wi not .lwn{ I. -muquu
streets. Itis the most fanatical Mahowetan

out uf vﬂdllinn. Where you see one green tur

of a Had)l elsewhere ilho honored sign that ‘

m“q the iwage to uu.)( th
hgt:‘o’urliut. \m-‘.:don loorlng vnlldnn l:&
uurln 'l'a" expone '.bu n bon of

r eyes ex
these in Damasous completely hid the face,
ander & jou drawn  black vul that mui

wowan leo o 8 fever we caught
eye exposed 1t was qu ek{y hidden from our

m.tnm% ristian visioun; the hesgars
¥

erchanis in tbmlu?u 5'?“{3«""“ up t\\n;
oods and r{lm ’,.u‘oﬂy oy, John! "' or* Lok

this, Howal o eontrary, they only soow

ot ue snd seid never & word,

The nareow streels swarmed like s hive with wen
and women in strange Oriental costuwmes, and Qur
swall donkeys knoeked them right snd left as we
plouvghed “"“"{. them, urged on by the wercilpss
lonkey-boys. Those persecabors riifi W@ Yue apl
wale ghouting and goullnk them for hours fo-
goether: they keep the donkeyina xal!op alwa:,
ot never get tired J:\( mnl\en or fall beh lgd °
ionkenhxl down It us over their heads bo-
casionnlly, but thére ﬁM nothing for it but te
wount and hurry on again, We got banged agnibst
sharp corners, loaded porters, camels, and citizéns
generally: and we were 50 taken up with I:o: I3

0n & Lies wo ba

d*:noo i"ﬂ‘: ..gl all. @ rodo lf
through the city and thmush the famous ** street
which is called Straight” without seeing anything
hnrdl» (lur bones were nearly knocked out o

=ET

eu- Lauin wild with exog.‘.mont.. and our sides

nt,
ett,
ary
An -
on,
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» 'it e jolting we had 1 do not like
r:‘ﬁnl int ‘)ampuou« strect onr‘

The Stery of Paul,
We were on our way to the reputed houses of

Judos and Ananias. About eighteen or nineteen
hundred years ago, one Saul, a native of Tarsus,

was particularly bitter against the new sect called
Christiang, and he took out letters of marque at
Jeorusalom 'and started across the country on a fu-
rious privateering crusade against them. e went
forth * breathing threatenings and slaughter
agninst the disciples of the Lord.

‘“And as he {‘ ourneyed, he came near Damasavs,
and u:ddonh there shined round about him a light
from heave
“And he fell lo the earth and heard a voice 8
ing unto himw, * Saul, Saul, why persecutest { on

And when he knew that it was Jesus that npokc
to him he trembled, and was utonlabed. and said
* Lord, what wilt thou hue me to dn

igo so in t ity

kf:g st mn

for they heard the mx-unons voioe but saw no
man, Saul rose u found that that fierce gu-

was b ey ldh
brought ﬂn ‘ﬂ He w.uon

Alas! there are ot ers that mll our be
hy..'ny milder arg ment than to o struck b .m

nin

Pwl Iay three days, blind, in the house of Judas,
and during thet time he neither ate nor rnt. :
There came a voice w a citizen of
nnmed Aun m ly oelcbrltod 1i r.)
sa “A go |nlo he street which is
oa l szni lnd inquire at the house of Judas
for one n Saul, of Tarsus; for behold, he
prayeth.”

Ananias did nol want to go at first, for he ‘.5
heard of the enterprising Saul before, and he ba
his doubts about that styl .of a ' chosen vml m
preach the gozpel uf peace. However,in ob
to orders, he went intothe ** street called thu l"

w he ever foun lmw into n, and after h
A e
. der Dl |

found Paul nnd rolmud bim, and ordained bl
reacher; and from this old house that we Bad
E unted up ln thestreet w nehi hcallod S‘gt

w?:il:s.dh: t;: ey "‘23"“"{ l’t w:’ ot the

very different style of man, and lived in a very geod

tmu. Itia a ity 'g 4? not know more a
The Stralght Street,

The street called Slnhht is straighter than a

corksorew, but not as straight as a rainbow. St

Luke is eareful not to commit himself; he does not

mlnu the lb " ’- t%o cnu
rouy: it is tho only fncotlonl umsrk in the Bi Ic.
‘ believe. St. Luke bly considered it the
best thing bo over o traversed the street
oalled ..:traiubt a good way, and then turned off and
oallod miu: h 'u out; he hu Inou out
Mets B raereit A tien o
'?n og ouo u ere still; lt h an old
room r 15 feet under ground, and its masonry is
B et ot 14 whloh 1 o
aul's time w J

well. 1 took a drink out ol Ananing’ old well, and
singularly edongh, tho water was just as fresh as if
thowd‘ been “f yesterduy. I was deep
munﬂ I mentioned it to the old Doctor, who is
the religious onthulut of our pul!‘, sndhlu Ii

¢ oW won-

up ms
*ﬁﬁ {'m ot n. bu uut Isgatpl:?s,m

when he don’t know nnyl n else to say, he always

od 118 "“*‘g.t., i ey AR
en,

m-t to hu im yelp,

The Rest of the Sights,
Wawent out m.rd lho north end of the city to

nuw aud t

Dhl let. Paul down over
"“ m lu.h .{Mhuot
,‘mx to preaching c!ﬁz 50 foulou] in Damascus o g

the peo lo‘:ouht to kill him, just they w

o- r the OM escape
' oo to J em: " “
n‘.l'hon weo called at tt rmbu of Mah uuut ' ehlld-
ren and at & tomb which purported to

« | St. Ooorxo who klllod the dragon, an lo on on w

lon rb 111 “lt il .hh‘ .“;::k.: h"::. bid 1ur-
8 i e of fF SR e A

cular | Turks. 'l‘hov say l.lou DArrow utr“u nn
wing | for uvoul days sn mon. women and ¢ llﬁun

were bu uld Ioft w rot by

rahes | hundreds al roﬁ lho Cb : the
d be mnoh was r the C

r could

/Bole | get away fled om tho oity, and the omoun
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hs row: or to drink from a
copt by filtering the watir threugh a rag whic they
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worthy of note that we had to send for these things, | |

perna'ur%l li ht ad de«troyod hish-:gh‘t.‘uul ‘he |l

d “'i

b';mno of tne s&n duscnplo 'E: &){’(‘l thol lﬂ'!‘.l" for “ﬂd
thirly pieo {&* explanatio !
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