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10 Anclent Wistory of Datch Fiat, i

k| ' About an hous's ride over u rough, rosky road,
o | halfflaoded with water (which is a singular thing

of | in the arid laod of Syria,) and through a forest of

n | oaks of Bashan (this littlo district was once the
d | kingdom famous in Seripture for its oaks and its
& | bulls,) brought us to Duteh Fiat. Dutch Flat is
\t | more popularly known as Dan, and the expression
r, | from Dan to Boppahoba ™' makes it familiar to all
| peoples ander the sun. To my wind, * from Dutch
Flat to Beersheba " sounds infinitely better, Dan
was the northern and Beersheba the southern lmit
. | of Palestine—henco the exprossion,
¢l From a little mound here in the plain irsnes a
: broad stream of limpid water and forms a large
shallow pool, and then rushes fariowly away
toward Lake Huleb and the Bea of Galilee. This
fountaia (every puddle in Syria is 8 “ fountain ") is
an important souree of the Jordan, The banks of
the pond and the brook are respectably adoroed
with blooming oleanders, but the unutterable beau-
ty of the spot will not throw » well-balanced man
into convujsions, as the customary style of Syrine
books of travel would lead one to suppose.
The small mound I have mentioned was once oe-
iod by the Phaenicinn oity of Laish. A party of
filibusters from Zirsh sod Eshtool caplured the
place, and lived there in a free and easy way, wor-
shipping gods of their own manufacture and steal-
ing idols frow their neighbors whenever they wore
thelr own out. Jeraboam setup a golden calf here
to fasciuate his people and keep them from making
| dangerous trips to Jerusalem to worship, which
| might result in a return to their rightful allegiance.
i | With all respect for those ancient Iseaclites, T can-
" | net overlook the fact that they were seldom virtu-
* | ous encugh to withsland the sedaotions of a golden
calf. However, perhaps it was pleasantly sugges-
p | tive of free lunch.
1| Some forty centaries ago the eity of Sodom was
- | piliagod by the Arah princes of Mesopotamia, and
) | among other plunder they seized upon the vatri-
) | arch Lot and brought him here on their way
¢ | to their own possessions. You will remember
| | Lot as tho party whose wife was turned into
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L] n pillar of salt_and left standing in this com- |4

| dition in the most public plase in Palestine,
| | Wo sympathize with the woman, because the
| could not but look unpleasantly conspicuous; and
, | we fecl deeply for Lot, because ths eircumstance
could not be otherwiso than irritating to bim. It
| would irritate nnybody,
.| The Arab Princaz brought Lot to this spot which
| the Bible calls Dan, and father Abraham, who was
'r pursving them, crept softly in ot dead of night,

smong the whispering oleanders and under the
shadows of the stately aaks, and fell upon theslum-
| bering vietors and startled them from their dreams
| with the elush of steel. He recaptured Lot and all
| the other plunder.

Character of the Ranch.

We moved on. We were now in a green valley,
five or six wiles wide snd fifteen long. The streams
| which are ealled the sources of the Joardan flow

thm%h it frgm Lake Huleh. at its southern end,
called the ** Waters of Merom' in the Old Testa-
u10m.) a sheet of water about three or four wilesin
diameter. The Lake is surrounded by a bfond
warah, grown with reeds, Between the marsh and
the mouutains that '.ll the Valle 'y is & respectable
steip of fertile land: at the end 0 tbo Valley, to-
ward Dan, as mach as half the land is solid and
fertile, and watered by Jordan's sources, There is
tuslly eaough of it to make a farm. It almost
ants the unbiblieal enthusiasm of lho spies of
h.t ubblo of filibusters who enpund nn “ho
i : Wo hlvo Aeen llu nn . and old i‘
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hm’oono want of nn"'ﬂnu thn. is ln the unh .
ell, 1 suppose they were pardonable. They
adn’t seen any country but Palestine, and surely
bis was very good foe Pslut‘mr They tnouhl that

u.lo teh was plm%for L\ bix uld{od wmen
*hat
ﬁ lSllﬂe lhnun Pll ‘d » pl)p-lll‘“ull of nlx
million souls—Palestine, the l»muuum Iand, a small
arip, of rooks and deserts and mountains, not equal
in to the State of Massachusetts, (which one
cannot always goe on the wap of the United States
without ghutting one oye, Mrs, A, J. M.)—Palestine,
where every hundred acres of arable laud is pro-
tooted by ¢ r« mnnnuuu on each side and a desert
toach e oﬁp it from bolting for want of com -
pADY. I-uppon utoh Flat struck the filibustering
ipies os something extraordinary in_ the way of
wide-extended fertility. At the same tlmo. though,
they drew it just & little strong when they sald it
was "' a place where there 13 no want of anything
hat is in the earth,” That was a little sirong. A
pod deal of the north end of the farm b he
oulders of original ereation bedded in (hc -oll
ihick a¢ nail-heads in & hair truok, and they are
there yet. Other portions of the farm lacked many
things that are in the carth, and likewise lacked
the eapasity to_produce those things. Still, it was
a good piece of country for Palestine.

Signs That Fall Not in Dry Times,
When wa got fairly down on the level part of the
Daaite farm, wo eame to places where we could
winally run our horses. It was a notable cironm-

stance, Wherever imperial Rome carried her ban-
ery, she left the sign and symbol ol her greathess
ud her intelligonee in ronds snd bridges that cu-
ure to this day. In Italy, in England, in Fr
n Spain, io Afrion—everywhere that one wan nru.
ne finds these footprints of the fallen Cologsus.
Hoads are the highways Jof the arts, and sciences,
wid commerce. Une can tell what & nation isif he
‘an only sce its ronds.  Glance at the thing for »
moment. Franoe hus such magnificent rosds!—
nisornble Spain bhas none; Eogland has ronds—
Portugal has not; the Northern States of Awmerion
are wobbed with roads—the South is not. The
Cwesars were great. They bullt roads. Napoleon
the First was great. lle inaugurated the road sys
tew of Franoe, and men point to some of his roads
to-dny a8 wonderful works. Napoleon the Third
i He 12 opening France fron oentre to
th count lnsnuo waeadam-
ised roads that are as amooth hard and elean
as the floor of & drawlpg-room. Alexander LI is
the most -cnuind¥ great man that has ever oecu-
pied the throne of Kussia. He has inaugurated
systom that wlll completely thread his vast ﬂlpll‘.
with iron rails in & very few years,
ever the nations of Palestine were great, the
proof must be luufhl elsewhere thaa in the
| ronds they have ind" them. They
never even made a trall,  Their xotll nude
paths, and they followed them. T“‘g
the four thousand years ago; to lhh du
the caravans follow those same old trails. Israel
was not great in architecture, either. She has leﬁ
'| 0o monument of that kind. Bhe was great in |
suinary warfare—in the extermi on of u.
even to tho destroying of every woman and every
obild. She was also greatiin her worship of’ tlu
on
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| trae God so long as lie showered blessings
| ber and held her to 'ﬁ leginnee with »
tnnd. bm whon He left her to hecself a momt.
: t in her propensity to fly back to her

« d

* hnd bun painfully clambering over inter-
minabie rocks for days together, and when we rxd
| Jenly came upon this astonishing piece of rock
lavel ground, every man drove the spurs into hn
norse and sped away with a velocity that he could
suraly enjoy to the utmost, but could never hope to
comprehend in Palestine.,

. © Gimpses ofthe, Hoary Past,

| ‘Here were-evidences of cultivation—a rare sight
in this country—an sere or two of rich soil studded
)| with last season’s dead corn-stalks of the thickness

of your thumb and very wide apart. Buat in sueh s
land a8 thh it was a thrilling speotacle. Close to it

wid s om its bunks & herd of ou-

| | clo &nln ts were grate-
y g ! vel. not 8 As & petri-
only suppose they were enling gravel,

bwam thon did not appear to be anything
+Jeize for them to eat., The shepherds that
- | tended them were the very pictures of Jo-
*|seph and has bnt‘lul:u 1 lu\;o no rmbt i: l:e
-on wuasoular, ry dark-
, %g«l inky bluck 1 l‘:
il b m p!.mlqu & eyes, and ni"&umu
-

tiness of beanne., They wore th col

half-bonnet, balf hood, with mued on-l- falling
| upon their she at the full, Aowing robe
) | burred with ?o stripea—the dress one
- | sees in all pi tin- o Swarthy sons of the
) | dezert. They say these people are not &i
»ondmu of lrul ba I [I.l thu 3
chaps & hers if
eheyh mk. !mu. e man-

ners, t cmron-. tno ress, the mnﬂndon and the

o .dvrmci;-lu of the ancient stoe They

tack onr [ mp ht, and I bear them no

coud-will. "th m the pigmy jack-

nsdes OUO nu .ll ov ris remembers in all

pietures of |hn l'hg t inlo.ﬂ‘iy '.." -hm

nm

watking ng \xh dnvo l.ho Iula

donku 8 shouldcn That picture is marked by

gross blunder: onsh ‘nbs to be ﬂdinl and r

\l’h‘ the Child, uy oui be walk
hoever heard of a Syrian walking lea )m wife

or bis mother or his sister rode?—and

it e T St ok

- . adieed ol ol

The blundor m tho linro in entirely pu-

.lon;blo but jundal’. novwmd-‘.
y n 1 seo ﬂule full ro bearded,

uurthy Arabs ndln: on 8 tm ;uluu
F | the siae of ; youu l‘. uwm‘i:. pro-
- Jdigions foo o and w in four
y | inches of tho mun nrinc forth that mmd-
1| dening uunuul n tho) call music, my

nmtt' back unio old deys of the pati

and I behol

d the pride of cuunn and the hope of
the -orld-lnul ho blest!

‘Weeould L two o bours o?fton

g"rwul on!l: gﬁr‘l:l:lanr. ?:at:v. :Cu.

then, but no- oro in all the waste around was
there » foot. tz.lmi we were soorching to
death. ikounm shadow of n great mcl
A Weary lnd " Nothing in oBublo -moubcbu
n xlfnl than that, and surel w': s no blm we
y wanderod to that is able to n umh-
# } c'puulon as bluurin c‘.
©

@ spayr 13 W

Here you dom't ltop just when you please, ut
when you can. We found water, but no shade,
travelled on md fo o treo at Iast, but no -uor
W rested and lunched, and cnme on to this plm.
Ain Holl.huh (\Vllliunbnuh.) t.wu u'oq 8
cnt bat the dragoman don't want to go
- has gotten up a pl ie nhout lho
3, | eountry beyond this being infutd by ferocious
Arabs, who would make sleeping in their midst a
dnuroul pu(lmo cll. they ought be du

id -beate
ainb?ock lg “'K n‘g‘ o '.“ "tr than -
.

themsel yos: | I it h wi | nolcnrn
8. | farther than a brlo a1, AN il nos half so certain,
i~ Aid the great sash lluy wearin many a fold around
h | their 'lml hu two or three absurd old horse-pis-
is tolu in it that are rosty from «tornal disuse—weoap-
ons that would hang fire just ahout Ionl' enough for

| _38{&. sah o seadinaly damesrone iom

, how lhcr do nmmd one of tln mu

E. ll
¥y l in “localities
where the l are nlonu. nd of moh blul;

eloth cluv ere, ey are o like th

d Judah, and
| Sl e Fi o e ok dage: Thoes
of | latter bhorrowsd all the jewelry their ovint nd

trusting bosvw frliends had. the nigat btforo t ey
vamosed Lbe Egypiian ranch, and it

ot ne8 MOTe ab save our

anclent na'ﬁuobal times! MARE TWAIN,
Ilp e ——— -

L yoar 1947, Ly Prod'k
w of the Istrict Court Jor the

o LETTER FROM “ MARK TWAIN.”

| “From Dan o Beersheba"---The Sourees of | o
it the Jordan-«=Ancient Filibusters - The
t, Roman  Colossus of Rodl-dilp'n of { 4
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thut they ever sent any of it back ulm—fo ti!, K
likoly=—nnd these sweet-soented sons of the desert | su
wround us wou!ld waltzx through this camp, if we | o
ho | kept no '&h. sud leave us neither food or rai-|
he or horees, o & sign {“m.,'l-rwm.l to | &

mv plenmt it 15 to read the stirring narratives ol T
the old Seriptares, revel in these scenes of the




