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“THE HOLY LAND EXCURSION. ;

b-

“[LETTER FROM ‘‘ MARK TWAIN.”

be | Tiberia and Tohoes-«An Accursed Lande.-
Agricultural  Capabilities of Palestiness-
] Its Smallness-=-A Sacred Locality,

at : Carxryavm, Septomber, 1867,
Unpoetical Scenery—Famous Holy Places,
‘napel-bnl«l Sea of Galilee is not 20 large a sea
as Luke Tahoe by a good deal—it is just about two-
thirdsns large. And when you spenk of beauty, this
¢ son is B0 more to be compared to Talhoe than n meri-
** | dian of longitudeis to a rainbow. The dim waters of
| this paddle cannot suggest the limpid brillianey of
*" | Tahod: thoso low, shaven, yellow hillocks of rocks
ol and sand, o devoid of perspective, cannot suggest
the grand peaks that compass Tahoe like a wall,
and whose ribbed and chazmed fronts are ¢lad with
stately pines that seem to grow small and smaller
as thay climb, till one might faney them reduced to
woedd and shrubs far upward, where they join the
everlasting snows. Silence and solitude brood over

a | this lake of Gonessarot, But the solitude of the
or | one i as cheerful and fascinating as the solitude
. | of the other is dismal and repulsive,

.| In the carly morning one watches the silent bat-
" | tle of dawn and darkness upon the waters of Tahoe

away and one by one the hidden bewuties of the
1- | shore unfold themselves, in the full splendor of
1l aoon, when the still surface is belted like a rainbow
o | with broad bars of blue and green and white, half
a2 | the distance from the circumferonce to centre;
[0 | when, in lazy summer aftornoons, one lies ina boat,
4 | far oat to where the dead blue of the deep water
p- | boging, and smokes the pipe of peace and idly winks
1| at the distant poaks and patches of snow from un-
‘,j der his cap brim; when the boat drifts shoreward
to the white water, and one lol!s over the gunwale
and gazes by the hour down through the crystal
depths and notes the colors of the pebbles and
w5 | averages the spots upon the school of trout
g|a hundred feot below; when at night he
y | sees . moon and stars, mountain ridges fenth-
st fored. with pines, jutting white capes, bald
g | promontories, grand sweeps of rugged scenery
it | topped with bald, glimmering peaks, all magnifi-
e | cently pictured in the polished mirror of the lake,
in riehest, softest detail, the tranquil interest that
¢ | was lborn with the morning deepent and deopens,
tv by saro degroes, till it culminates at last in resist-
:’ less fascination, .
e | 1tissolitude, for birds and syuirrels on theshore
and fishee in the water nre all the creatures that

n | mounds of barrenness, that never, never, never do
- | shake the glare from their harsh outlines, and fade
y | snd faint into vague perspective; this melancholy
of § ruin of Capernau; thatstupid village of Tiberias,

D% slumbering under its three or four funeral plumes | i

of palm trees; yonder desolate declivity where the
o | swige of the miracle ran down into the sea, and
- { doubtless thought it was better to swallow a
f { devil or two and get drowned into the bargain than

have to live longer in such -.rlwe:. this cloudlees,
bligtering sky : thissvlemn, sailless, tintless lake, re-
B} posing within its rim of yellow hills and low, steep
o | banks, and looking justas expressionless and un-
y | nostical (when you leave its sublime history out of
the guestion,) as_an -tub on earth—if these
things are not fi for rock me to sleep mother,
| aone exist, I think; if they do not make an ex-
= | quisitely dismal solltude, I am not able to conceive
o] R et I laghined: Tdont (hlak thare
and is acoursed;
t cln,b.o’::; shadow of a doubt about that. And it
was about a8 responsible a piece of cursing us ever
¢ | wasa done, too, I takeit. I am strong, very stroug,
s | in the doctrine that it was cursed. And also in-
lined u little to the lw‘ldon( the carso dates
1 the morning of tion. It looks most un-
® | commonly like it. I do not see w‘ more reason to
k there was over any soil on these hills and in
these deserts than I do that there was ever
soil in the deserts and on the hills of
hoe. In the short valley we have, left
Ngn us, and on the table lands above and just
boyond Tiberiss, mnd here in the littla plain of
(tenessaret, thoromus rospectable expanses of
land that would be called rich anywhere—but the
1

" | desprts sadly oversize the arable roctions. This
. eo.;m'y n)lrnlndn me of Washoe all the
we., Take Washoe Valley, and you
y | have this Valley of the Sources of the Jordan; take
Washoe Lake and you have the Waters of Merom
" | exactly; take the swamps that border it and you
= | have the dwelling-place of the Bedouin goat
\ sarfound e pielare, add  strip them  of
oevary tree, overy shrub, and batter from thoeir
oatlines every semblununce of grace and beauty,
and you have the moupwaing that bor
dor Merom—in a word, you have the country to
perfoction that comes down from Cesarea Phillippi
to the Sea of Gulilee. They ey it 18 & most favor-
"l able specimen of Palestine, _[f it is & favorable
' | spevimen of Palestine, surely Palestine 1= Washos's
: horn mwate. 1 have thought over such informa-
i tiop ns 1 oould get, and eiphered it dowp,
un lM nearly m; 1 annd come n‘t it, thero is
refly ws. much koo farwivg _lan i
Washoo us there is in Palestine. 1t utounddl lnen.
but | am sure the fizures are correot. It beeins to
mako mo & little shaky about Silverland. I don’t
konow bhut part of the ourse fell upon Washoe,
What put this iguring into my head was the appa-
reat unfertility of Syria. The iden suggested was,
- | that if Palestine was a similar country, how did it
1 | *upport #ix millions of people in anclent times?
_ | Haw could Washoe do it? As nearly as one can
cotme at it, Washoe is six times as large as Pales-
¢ | time, and California is twelve times ax large. Now
o | L Bave got it reduced to the plainest proposition in
the world, viz, if Washoo, with her agricultural fs-
¥ | cilities, could sapport 35 000.000 personsy, t o presont
' m;ululon of the Unitod States, then I know that.
ustriously ocultivated, Palestine oould renlly
| support the 6,000,000 attributed to her in old times
And if California, (supposing she wore as barren
# | andl rocky and sandy as Palestine,) could support
e | 72000000 of people, the eamwe being the population
vjof the vast Russian Ewmpire, which ocovers a
- |aetonth part of the habitable globe, then
v would be mo question in my mind
i | that litde l‘uullnt Jhl SUDLOFE @ Swarn
rlof 6,000,000 human beings in the olden timae,
- | Just st present, though, it don't look promising to
me. Theland must haveboen blessed muoch harder
[ | then than ever it was cursed nrurw-n{c.
A no of the most astonishing thin at hay
o | fallen under my observation is the exceedingly
- | endall portion of the earth from whish sprang the
- | naw flourishing plant of Christinnity. 'fgo longest
f | joarney our Saviour ever performed was from here
un—u& 150 miles—about as far as from
ramonto to Carson City, 1 should judge. ’Fh.
next longest was from here to Sidon—say about
forty miles. Instead of being wide npart—as Amer-
- | § appresiation of distances would naturally sug-
X o places made n_o;lclgnuf bfnt.h resence
ofiCh lmuw'dlnl t here in full view, and
d | within_ocannon of the ugot where we are
0 pod. Leaving out two or three ehort journoys
ofithe Saviour, he spent hislife, preached hisgospel
mud performed bis miracles within a oon:sn Do
» -rnhnmordl ary county In the United States.
: a8 9 to h u ng

4 a8 muoch ‘ ean d wet this st
through my hend. Now you can i ne how
e ct histeey aracs (o0 ot (hise Btk e varlly
verytwo or or v
s ‘3."33.»».7? .:{Iﬁn :l l‘.lu?ino ooonrr lhn{
o togother. You cannot imagine how wearily,
yd | how bewilderingly they awarm about your path.

al 0 o Histerieal.

2o omething more than eighteen hundred years
e, the Saviour was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
or | 984 his parents came and dwelt in the insignificant
o lage of Nasareth, fifteen or twenty miles from

n thistown of Capernaum, where we are, he be-

':,: to tell the poople of the new religion that he

brought unto the world, and also to heal the

nﬂ k. There was & man here by the name of Jairus,

'ar ose danghter Iay dead in hig house. e Saviour

b tored and spoke to her nod she rose up alive.

or " wite’s mother lay ‘hto't » f.‘:l and he

er with atouch. Healso cured the servant

the centurion withoat even going near him. If

W roaght & blind man to him, ho merely spoke

the man opened his o‘u and saw. Many and

jany and many a oripple hobbled hither from the

v, | country ro a en he looked

| ® m.t m y“:.ot umddniﬁ g .:f.‘ i::lteﬂ
ervooyor would, or

al ures ninelc’o. and Lh fame :MQdmlbn:d

° nruod together svme diselples, from
,’:,' - from:.oo‘rhtwo :;z the t&owlu.nﬂo-sho-.
m he L Ll
:", about thr:'l n?pﬁ?n\?"z»n« w! u:‘ h.i'mo'ﬁ
these ples were out on tho lnke

woke him trembling. e spoke to the winds
by T A B Y e T
ut the notable ev n onder
of 0 to Bethsaida, here w-.:" |h’o n(m
Y | theusand w&lh five loaves and two little fishes.
y fivo and two for five thousand,
o ! Magx Twain,
u;| INute oY e Eorors.—~We have reseived a
yw | Private letter from our correspondent, in which we
peoted some explanation of his strange conduot
v | g presenting the above information to the public
an th such a confident air of furnishing news, but
74 | hp offers none. He doea not refer to the subject of
"% | the lotter nt all, oxcopt in the postscript, and then
b, | °BI¥ to mention casually that he has inserted noth
! |in it but what can be substantiated. |
' [ —
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