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> | Troditional Holy Places--=At the Centre of the u
J:; Barthe--The Dust of Adame--Curious |,

,.1 RelicsweeA  Noted  Relic-HuntoresMyths | >

;o- and Mysteries,

8 + JrrUAALRY, September, 187,
“The Bonds of Christ,”

5till moving through the gloom of the Church of

the Holy Sepulehre we eame to a small chapel,

3 ln'n out of the rosk—aden which bas been known | th
“The Prison of Our Lord " for many centuries. | se

.’ Trulmon says that here tho Savior was confined | 5t
vy | Just previously to the crucifixion. Under an altar | a4
et | b¥ the door was a pair of stone stocks for human |to
d | 1egs. These things are called the ** Bonds of Chriat,”
w | 8od the use they wore once put to has given them |th
3, | the namo they now hear.

3 “The Centre of the Earth.”

numerous lamps that hang before it are of gold un‘ on
silver, and cost great sums,
But the feature of the pluce is a short oolumn wi

4 | that rises from the middle of the marble pavement
;| of the ehapel, and marks the exact centre of the | 80
| earth, The most relinble traditions inform us that | B¥
£ | thiz was known to be the earth’s contre, ages ago,
r|and that when Christ was upon earth he sot all
p | doubts upon the subject at rest forever, by stating | x|
o | with his own lips that the tradition was correct. | the
| Now, mark you, Hb said that that particular columa | rie

3 and is gorgeous with gilding and piotures. The }Co

} | of the world" oh tho column changes its posi- | 4ol
, | thon ncoordingly. is column has moved three
i | different times, of its own ncoord. Tleis is bocause, | be
“|in great convulsions of nature, at three dif-
| ferent. times mastes of the earth—wholo ranges sio
«| of mountains, probably—have flown off into
| ¥paco, thus lessening the diameter of the|ers

‘| believe that it iy not possible rww pomn onho
‘earth tofly o into rpace. -
| To satisfy himself thot this spot was really the
‘| centre of tho earth, a sceptic onmce paid wel] | did
| for the privilege of swendibg to, the dome of | hac
| the church to see if the sun gave him a |the
‘| shadow at noon. He eame down perfectly con-
| vinced. The day was very cloudy and the sun
‘threw no shadows at all: but the man was perfect, .'}‘;:
Iy satisied that if the sun had come out and made | der
shadows iL ocould not have wade any for him.
Proofs like these are not to be set aside by the idle

| that nothing can ever shtlo.
, If even greater proofs than those I have men-

tho foolish thu thln I* tho genuine centro of the
they he groatest ol‘ thom lies in
(ho het le bo under tbb 'uyoo&nn -u taken
the dust from whick Adam was ma his_ean
surely be regurded in lho light of numor It is | clos
ot likely that the orla{nal rat wan would have | 77t
n made from an inferior quality of earth when
it was entire! vonvenient to get first quality din
from the wo ‘s centre,  This will strike any re-
fleoting min ?mbly. That Adam was formed of
dm r!ou o this very spot in amply provon by
{bat in six thousand years no a8
ovot bean able to prove nut t‘o dirt was w( pro-
l "i“ here whereof he was wad
. l|ﬂl0|ll’ ciroumsts.noe um right under the | vid
| voof ‘of this rut ohnroh and not far away | Raj
from th lllln column, old Adam, the father d
| of the hnmm race, lies buried. There is no ques. |
llon thut he is notuslly buried in the grave which | noF
:alnud out as his—thore can be none—because ;“"
| it has never yot been proven that that grave is mot | 10%
the grave in which he is buried. I couldnot do l¢1 /fl
than shed some tender tears over poor old Adam m
oould not but feel how much he lnd lost by dying

the &ﬁi“n. ﬁ.l“. ed the' r'lt.lh“ “a '“thz ]

was o roughness about that that cnnnor.
over-estimuted. He never had to pay thra
dollars » dozen ' for  washing, and then hav

olubo 's shil to him ithat the
too t d’ - ..'3 v nlc::.bnl nt: :.h;;" "ﬁ
pess llto atone for the suffering it must | 0!

lees
the
prio

have cost him to have to go into company in the
mouto oonuno of hir time? When he first put on
T loaves he prabably felt innocently gay: and [ 1F0
when be finally branched out and got himeelf up “”’“-
rogardless of expense, in u sheep-akin, he must |10
have considered himseolf positively gorgoous. But ;r?’
think of Adam, with that =kin and his Jong patri- | OFL
archal beard, and think of him in a claw-hammer """l'
coat, white kids, and a mounstache. The mere L re- | TH
fleoted npon what Adam had lost in baing taken ‘;}"“
away 80 early, the more L was moved and the more | Vol
Iwept. Thesubject is toe puinful for contempla~ ""?

tion, even now, Let us clannge it. o

The Martyred Soldier. on (
The noxt place the guide took us to in the holy
church was an alter dedicated to the Roman sol« | g,

dier who was of the military guard that attended | for)

attho crucifixien to keep order, and whe—when |, |
the veil of the Temple was reat in the awfuol dark-
nees that followed; the rook of (ol olhl wu lplu
Mcr by an earthquuke; the arti
thunderea, and in tae baleful glare of !ho“.\t-
nings the s\mudod dend flitted about the stroets of
Joruuom—chook with fear and szid, * Surely this
: " Exs tly where this altar
clnda ow, thu Bomn soldier stood then, in full
view of the erucified Sqvior—in full sight and hear-
ing of all the marvels that wore tunaﬂrlng far and
wide lbout the eircumference of the Hill of Calva-
3 Aud exactly in this self-same spot the priests
tll Templo beheaded him for those blasphemaug
words he spoken, here can be no question
about these facts, because there is a plotnro of the
whole affair on the front of (he a lui': ere any | aer

one soo it who desires to do so. at soldier | mat
gtood o, and mer“ he was beheaded. I am se tide
woll satisfied about that a3 if thon were two plo- DoOS
tures of it. N
“INBL" ?..

In this altar they used to keep one of the most | cou
curious relics that human eyee ever looked upon— | and

| » thing that bad power to fascinate the beholder in | &It7

| some mysterious. way and keep bim staring for | and
bours together. It was lolhlnl less than the cop- | and
| por plate Pilate put npog the Savior’s eross, and | mot
upon which he wrote, Wis 18 THR Kisa o e | dop
{Jnws.” 1 think St Hdcns. the mother of Con- § wat
numno. dthh wo orfnl memento when ehe | for
Was prosp % ocentury. Shelisgh
was all over ‘1 ne, ud sh arun of luck (n .
| the like of which was never seen before nor gince,
| Whoncnt ghe found a thing mentioned in her Cou
Bible, Old or New, she would take her umbrella | ynd
| and -u;to- t after tha thlo d.:onr. never sto
nnﬂl o found it.
| find Adam; if it was t.hséhk. sho wo 1d find the
| Ark; if it was Goliah,
of those puu-. she would -troe tlm- i

s on uh or the ban hwh the
i 3:- O{il:ﬂ risk his ahoh?uu xu?ho&wonldk:;ho m

.| them; there was not mlhln she ocouldn”t
| be was starting shter 4n! she died: Mosod

is not Tound yet. An& u martyra—why, mar: | Sur
| tyre vm lnr n.mu suit, a8 you might say. @ | oen
i eo‘kl martyr any time. She was pretty | dire

m-e 8 wniu up & martyr somewhore, and | wh
o div Yr J monc the onunhu—u to this § the
< nm u v 'to the | ma
: 0 om, ud tho wc-luill she gave to the | o
| fry. Bhe meant well, of course, but then she | int,
1 hn ose martyrs divided up and scattered around | 4lo
-{ 8o, that fragmonts of different m.o: han sot mi 8
i to thor. and thers {8 going to rouble some Sta
ijon uconn ofit. She was a mu unuk.blo w r‘:
v w
1

ﬁo Intﬂuu on& :? no donbL She'had
» olal 'ol n as she lived,
adscnl r with lt. She
« | found the hurlpﬁon‘h«e that 1 -u speaking ofs
| I think. Bhe found it in this very spot, cloge t
w l.l _rar.d Roman soldier stood. It i
but to say that the circumstance aroused n
nn oonumin the soldier. at cop
‘:fo in ono of the churches in Rome, now.
Envouu it there. h.gnrbthn is urynhtlnea lan

A S pr

..

fa o 1 eyt bataus: hes
H
l'trlr;':r'o not known in Pﬂm’o time,

The Division of the Garments,
We passed along a few steps and saw the nltn
bnllt. over the very spot where the soldiers divided :"'
0| the raiment of |ho Snlor. Ou cannot well | 3}
donb! that this il t ﬂ ht spot, heoause he can soe |
s | with hisown eyt o very same original local-
~ | ity is still here.
o The Penttent Thief,
1] Then we went.down into a cavern which oavilerd
,o say was onco & oistern, It iz a chapel, now, how-
¥ | over—the Chapel of 8t. Helena. It is 51 f..l‘ :ou
loh Helons
1 by 43 wide, In llt iz » marble t?..d‘:d'll:nwor ~|
‘ whm“ '3'3:.2'&::'&'» l‘:'lﬂn for tho ﬂn
an
lu t thief. oy have not dodiutn
m &iuu. ‘1‘.’&? t.hon olho: thief. Ho has never
: mulu ere, and never desorvad to be.

The Invention of the Cress,
o] From the cistern we desoended twelve steps into s “'
»- | large roughly shaped grotto, carved wholly out of In
d | the livingrock. Helena blasted it out when she waa | tw
sanrching for the true cross. She had .Ilboriod mi

6 iece of work, here, but it was richl rovud
te | ol' thh plase o nt the ecrown i
| nails of W crou l(lolf ud tlw
of the ncn\unl t hen she th
ol found ounthtu nd was about w nop.l o wq Bi
1] told in w mnnu o day lonnr. tm
] e i B e P
K8 o wallsand th! .uu weep bitm‘
A tears in memory of tlo even ba spired h m
h nd devout pilgrims groan snd nob whn \qu
tears fall upon thewm from the dra‘ 1rook.
Monks call this apar t th ho * Chape! 'gf the In
es | vention of the True joh is un-
fortunate, becanse it | bl udl imugine
that a tacit scknowled us made that the
tradition t olou&;:: o trae cross here is &
hq fiotion— vu n. a h?pinc- to know,
hoten at in ‘pnpl; o not doubt dn &l

of tu nuon
m" uu of any o e chapels and denominatio
05 in the Church of L\n llol, Ikpn!ehud can n‘i‘t i
m weep and and wors
| gen .:. J:: “;‘Ull::{ n.‘:ntlonpl are
o on o me, o'our.
::: .“&:y always fight, and it is not a good place

of | ** 7% Charoh of the Holy Sopujolrs s the most in- | |
il« :m. place I‘ovn was h. o is more t: n: o
|ina
! Mlu' hav
! Km’h 'kh:l.l nt.l i.” ] u lnc.:‘.: ;3“
deeply in y
.= bo proper nd rtnr. to give to it u&u::r‘ ?“.:: 2
) \




