K terwd aoconilng 1o Act of Congrmas, Tn the year LT, by Pred'k
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:THE HOLY LAND EXC[IRSION..

LETTER FROM "HARK TWAIN.”

[BPROIAL TRAVELLING CORRESPONDENT OF THE ALTA,]

INumber : Forty-Beven.)

Among , ﬂm Chapels—Sacred Places—Tradi-
tiops amd + Inventions—The Church of
the Holy Sepulehre.

e
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JxrusaLzey, September, 1847. .
. Chapel of the Mockling.. |
g | Still marching through the venerable Church of
i- the Holy Sepulochre, among chanting priests ip
o | coar=e long robes and sandals; pilgrims of all colors
and many nationalities, in all sorts of strafive coy-
tames;: under dusky arches and by dingy piers and
columns: through s sombre cathedral gloom
froighted ;with smoke and incense, and fsiatly
starred with scores of candles that appeared sud-
denly and as suddenly disappeared, or drifted mys-
teriously hither and thither about thedistant aisles
like ghostly jack-o’-lanterns—we came at last to »
small chapel which is ealled the * Chapel of the
E Mocking.” Under the altar was & fragment of p
p | marble column; this wus the seat Christ sat on
when he was reviled, and mockingly made King,
crowned with & crown of thorns and sceptred
with a reed. It was here that they blind-
folded him and struck bim, and eaid in de-
‘ rision, ** Prophesy who it is that emote thee.” The
p | tradition that this is the identieal spot of the moek- |
ing is u very ancient one. The gaide said that Sae- .
walf was the first to mention it. I do not know as | ,,
much about Saewulf as I do about Dickens, but still, |
" | I cannot well refuse to receive his evidenoe—no
E of us can. BSaewulfis sound. We can have no u;
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sonable doubt about that, T , i
U ! Distinguished Dead. .. | "

Thoy showed us where the groat Uodfroy nd hﬁ
brother Baldwin, the first Christian Kings of Jerus
low, ongalay buried by ghat sacred sepulobre th
bad fought £o long and #o valiantly to wrest fro
the Lhands of the infidel. Baut the niches that b
tulned the! ashes of Ahese renownod cruswders
weore ompty, Kven the caverings of their tombs %

|
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We passed on, and halted before the tomb of
Molchisedek! . You will remember Melchisodek, | *'
no doubt: he was the King who came out and b
'| levied a tax on Abraham the time that he chased
Lot's captors to Dan, and took all their property | t¢
from them, That was sbout four thousand years | &
g0, sod Melohivedek died shortly afterward. | ™
However, his tomb is in a good state of preserva- | 17

Jtion. I wanted v oy mueh to have the tombs of | i

Adam and Molohho ek opened-—especially Adum’s, | of
a2 he was a distant relation of mine—but the priest | y,
would not do it. I would have liked very much to
#ee how these ancient celebrities looked. It was | 5!
only a natural curiosity, and harmless. But we | w!
shall nevor seo old Father Adam and Melchisedek | 1
apy more, because thoy are dead, now. - ot

Place of the Oraclfixion. re
Whm one enters the Chareh of the Holy Sepul- | **
| chre, the Bepulohre itself is the first thing he de-|
sires tomes, aud really is almost the first thing he

does seo. The next thing he'hay a strong cunon:{ Al
to see is the spot where the Savior was erucifi

L it last.. It. m ow
) '“ﬁ' mgom&o&nm 0 bi

o ite in wach a place—but h te
not the slightest possible belief that ever lho Lo |
u thero, and so thein ho feels in the spot tic
very, very nnlly Giluted by that reflection. He | 5

-y n&ho Klnlro:b;hne ary ljoo.d in nnothc{ i

on n stood 3
&‘mMm-; w onn‘o dotitied the Loyds | 50
where the angel sat; where the oro-n of thorns wak
found, and the trus cross; where the risen suuq

et ietsateilptobia e

the Bopulohn. that there is nothing genuine aboug | P

ni3 o B e SR |

loohnrrnyon the very mt where the Savior gav i

e

ulltho mo' '1-«...

mto the » 8t Il unnuon. ux
—pﬁ wu-tlu vation; e cann

he wu crueified Lhom
were very many un who believed tha
he 'u the true Bon of God. To publicly execute
nage was suflicient in itaelf to make thi
Ioonln.y of the ohncution & mwemorable place fo
is, the storm. the darkness, thé
nnhquko.‘ tho rending of the veil of the Temple
and the untimely wakiog of the dead, were events
onlculated to fix the execution of the seene of it in
the memory ¢f evon tho most thoughtloss witness, | ey
Fathars wounld tell their m:- about the strangd | Br
affair, and point out spot; the sons |Gy
would transmit the atory to_their ohildren, | N
and thus a peried of three hondred years would
eu‘i|ly boh-pm.ned—n(-w'h&ch time Helona came m;ld 1
built u o un npnn a to commemorate the
'3\ ial of the {4“3 and preserve the sa< ﬁ:‘
crod pllu in lho momorios of men;: sinco that tima
there has alwaya heen & church there. Lt is oq
pou ble that there oan be any mistake about t
locality of the Crucifixion. Not half a dosen por- u“
sons knew where they buried the Savior, perhapes, | the
-nd & burial is not a startliog event, any-
how; thenloro. ve cm be pardoned for un

belief a e. hl nov. “in_ thel | it
place o honc )
thers will be fio v .o o :h.! numont :::

IofL but Amcrica will still know -hcra the battla

d‘) :“A:n- fell tl‘ho ulmnllxh. 1
an event in Jerosalem,

lm.i,. ilnll o(’:Snlv made too"o‘olebm:d 5 In
to fo“u: SPROS, an o
FOArs. inkisg after JX him?m di!
stairway in the chunoh whioh brings one to the (u; ]
of tho small inolosed pinnacle of rock, and wazed | ha
apon the place where tho true oross onee stood, with | jns
s far mon absorbing intorcst than I had aur el by
in anythiog earthly before. I eould n on
unl‘lﬁa lhr:g holes in the t«c)lp_’i of the i?? werio.‘gl.:s ]
clunl ones the 300 t 1 felt satishi
?h.t‘:hc-e croades gul #toed ‘g0 hear the pll:. no ‘.

occupied by them, that the few feel of possible dif4 |
(orenoo ‘ouﬂ-’ watter of ho ecdnseqdence, ”'
«n, one, stands wheie the Savior w 1:‘ oruei- .,|.
o finds'it all m:m do to Keep it striotly be-| | thi
(ovo hiz mind that Christ was not erucified in
Oatholic Church, He must romind mdl"x
now and then that the great event transpi
the open air, and not in a gloomy, candle light
foell ina Ill.do corner of & vast church, up-stairs—n vo

small cell all hejewelled  and bumn%od with | © )
flashy, tawd omnmnhdon in execrable tnu de
Under o marble altsr like i8 & eiroular hold 1

an

th f ng with the
j:::n \::l:‘d.olr";t :’n ;g'w‘:i tg ‘m‘: l;‘oil I. 'ﬂ:; |
t oV one does neel down &
u"ko noi‘ndl:zd :‘xwhol is hole. He does u?u “1
strange prospeoting with an amount of ruvity that | pe
oan never be estimated or app ‘ & man | m,
who has not seen the opnnlon hon e pok
?.l. u&dlo undul. [y w!on.dld‘y oncr:u.d P u::.’
vioer, done on aisy  sla
n’l wooth'v'hllx rayed and starred ﬁn dgf Ne

P — -

monds, which has ve the holo with<
in the tu. uur nl-mlltl h]
to lively sdmirati 't'h l%.r*m on
wrou o Bavior snd t nulbbl 8ol
Qi upon their croescs hehind altar, and | o
bright. wi am llo lustre of man. . _He

tarns next olou to them of the Vir-
v: no. next to the rift in the | nj

an uez‘ o the earthquake at the time of | 4p
Lllo an oxumlon or which he

:g:.vho lnb &n .2 u.. -lo '&mﬂx : m?o :

nt. nr#dn Am ax to hld.?" ﬁ‘é
al Il
pings of th k Oh rch offend

K Lo thi i8'is
Placuot the Cradtaxio "‘%M—»n':i i et

—and wof & tar in a Catholic Qmo
SR RR: CATHL & ik 160K at 1o that which Wash)

o Jast
the first—the place where the true oro- ru
| €0 ]
|M“Iil hhmb » anot 4ad compe h”m a | by
fied all curiosity and Jost al m‘nu SONCOrning thi
And so I close m pur on t o unh of thn th
‘,ill nulrom o} Godan cuuuul ﬁ" ita
i
vy lon and in ita tremendo
8, it i1 th mou Ilullrloun edifice in w-

" all 1 -teap slde-shows un-
:imon ‘gﬂbmgfﬂm}ma u is n#“ and,
erable—a G

handred iyun its shrines uo boon wet mlh thq
lgrims rtolltll th's remotest confines
for more than two hue , the gallant knizhu
that ever wielded sword w their lives away
in our lownlu itand hold it sacred from in |
Mol ?. Even in olr own it bas been § iy
of in the politics of Europe. e Crimean | ¢
Wu that ecost millions of tregsure and rivers of |
blood, was fought becsuse two rival nations|,
oinhmd tho sole right to put a new dome npon the
Id “ o ll I Scmtlmn uﬁl':htn ey i
could n won wa story
of this old 3. :f the llnl govu ehn—}il“o; :
blood that was shed becanse of the m‘roet an
veneration ln which men d a
olace of the meek and lowly, the mild nd muo. fi
Prince of Peace! Mank Twars. ¢
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