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JenvsaLes, Septomber, 1867,
Palestine Scenmery,
Of all the lands on earth for dismal soenery, |
think Palestine must be tho prince. The hills are
barren, they are dull of color, they are unpietu-
reeque in shapo. The valleys aro unsightly deserts
I | fringed with a feeble vogotation that has an expres-
sion about it of being ashamed of itself. Tho Dead
J Sea and the Sea of Gulileo—mere Inkes they are—
e | sleep in the midst of a vast strotoh of hill and plain
: wherein the oye rests upon ns pleasant tint, no
- | striking object, no soft pietaredroaming in a purple
g | haze or mottled with the thadows of the clounds,

" | Every outline is harsh, overy feature is distinet, | ¢

¢ there is no perapective—distaneo works no enchant-
ment here. Itis the most hepeloss, dreary, heart-
broken piece of territory out of Arizona. I
"lthink the =un would skip it if he eould
' | make schedule timo by going around. What Pales-
* | tine wants is paint. It will never bo a besutiful

# | oountry until it is ted. detach t
*§ plligricas ought to give it & coat, an bn’?i :l::. :: -

short distances, so that one could not gee too mueh | b
landscape at once, Tho ohildren of Israel wan-| U
: dored about the desert Leyond those Mountains of | b
; | Moab yonder for ferty years, and then crossed the | b
. | Jordan where wo camped, and marched into Ca- | of
L | naan with songs of rapture and rejoicing: and it | st
| is a wonder to me that they didn’t pack up and pi
*| warch out of it again. That they refraimed from | vi
doing it speaks volames for the dosolation of the | ti
l wilderness. But them, all those that had seen | fi
Egypt were doad. That fact is mildly suggestive. | t}
I speak as if Canaan had never been & better coun- | tt
try than it is now, I have much better judgment | ¥
than to say that there is considerable evidence that | 5
it has not ch d in any respect in four th d | st
years—ovidence that there was not any chanee for | ¢¢
it to change for the worse—evidence that from the | 1,
date of its creation the difference betwoen it and a | ki
| "'wilderness' was not more perceptible than the | ©!
| difference between one Chinaman and another. I
refrain from saying these things, not because they | m
might not savor somewhat of truth, but because | ¥
they could not be popular. )

But the severest thing that has been eaid about | hi
Palestine was sald here in Jerusalem. A pilgrim |7
with his periodical ecstacy upon him (it usually
comes in & flush of happinees after dinner) finished
his apostrophe with, 0, that I could be here at the | or
Bocond Advent!” b
| A grave gentleman sald, “It will not ocour in | th
| Palestine.”
. - whu !" 80
| ' The Second Advent will take place elsewhere— | or
possibly in America.” i

" Blaephomy!"” .
' “TIspeak reasonably. You arein the Holy Land. cl
| You lnve seen the Holy Land onee?” b

e xS e ———,

e

“Yes |
o Slull you ever want to come here again?” Be
*“ Woll—no.” tu

** My friend, the Bavior, has been here once!” i
i T hope I am not unjust toward the natural
goenery of Palestine. And yet I have been so dis- | '}
appointed that sueh a thing is almost possible.
Before the Guaker ity loft Now York, the passen-

wers were instructed to bring slong an assor‘ment
books. A list of the v:lnnu'l.hq ought to g’]

avo. in order to be posted concerning Eogland,
in and the m other countries they | ™

wmw' t, was farnishe tomh.vh. -
m s Bol) Lud.” “ Pl l' 's Progress:”” ** Dasen- | it
uﬁnv" “The Plymonl th on
Oolloauon of [l mu e “Ci of the Gr Km 8t
0{ uburv Plain;” ** Tent Life in th e | A0

Koly aod; L50S Poems:” * The Prince of
e House of D.vld”' ** Whole of Man;'" | W
“Jodoho nd the Jordan;” ** haw’s Ser-| ./
TH "h“ alks About Jcnu‘l.n i " Salvation :':

I’O‘l

was the nrut library that' ever was mn he
lev-lonr oop'r of * berry's Resea s | th
or works in_proportion, ohdl wi
-l'nn remember the first nltbl wo camped within | ter
the confinges of Holy Land. The pilgrims had
snid on shipboard that we should not want for
knowledge of the country we were about to visit— |, |
#0 they told a eabin boy to take a lot of books tro m 180
the ship's library and pack them in Elder W.%s
valise, The boy took them all from one sheif, 1
That memorable night by the camp-fire the Elder | A
got out this valise and said, ' Now we will make o | ™M
list of these books, by number and title, so that | 09!
they won't got lost. 1 will pass each book to you | ®¥I
and oall its numboer; you seot it down, and pass the | BY
book to Dan, c.lhnﬁ its name; you keep the| I
record, and Jot Dan take charge of the lot, Hero, | %
now, it Number One.’ de

. o™

* No. 1=Salvation by Grace." Vi
Dan~"*No, l—-balv-hon by Grace.” hu
*Number Two, ba
“No. 2—Balvation by Grase.” An
Dan—"" No_ 2-Ealvation by Grace."” By

" Number Three."” th
** No. 3—Salvation by Grace.” Uh
Dan—"No. 3=Salvation by Grace. to

Nobody had iaughed. Bat it was ltnh:g time, | Bb!
* Number Four,” (bu:munul;).
**No. 4—-Sdn(hm by Grace.’
Dan=* No, 4--Salvation by Grace.”
* Number Five." (nervousl 7 0N

“ No. 6—Salvation by —'

Blder—'"Silence, you infernal idiot! By every-
thing that’s sacred, if either of you ever mention tor
thin, it shall cost youdearly!” And then he rushed
‘uriously away to tear up the ground or destroy the
somobody, It was a pity the cabin-boy took all the

ooks from oae shelf. b

ut, as [ was going to say when this reminisence Th
intruded itsolf upon me, we had nothing much on wre
board the ship to réad but travels in Palestino, and wi
vary naturally we got Palestine drilled into us
thoroughly. All these books of travels managed,
swomehow, to lsave with us a sort of vaguo notion ia
that Pales‘ine was very b.‘llﬂf!ll'—ll notion that |y
wo were aboul to eater a modified form of fairy
iand. And s0 a bitter disappointment awalted us. d
fhe fairy land was modified too muoh. It wasa pn
howling wildorness instoad of a garden. This has | ¥
inoensed us agninst all our uoly Lond authors, aed | 34,
:no!’h;:. I:f“ to say intemperate things about the ™,
an:

But that was a funny library. When we got to
‘he Alom\‘not a saup of p-por conld be found in | .}
r.bo lhlp at referred to those jslands. As wo | o

raltar we oould hugly find out from
uy hook board whother raltar was a rock, | Gy
or an ulund. or a statue, or & piece of poetry. An
without meaning any disrespect te the passengers
there were not a great many on who coal f
*oll us. We were bound for Franoe, Eogland,
Ttaly Goﬂnu},. Bwita urhnd. Grmo. Turkey, |+ o
4 dobtlno. ot. and nmy n‘lnoug i')"
mos |
(was made up of Holy L.nd Plnnoun ollection Y

wnd Salvation er I Bear with us if we seem
(axms at Palestine, for we have suffered | ¢

S bibstin i Dexdtey by et e ony |
another infamous deception. n
‘hodies smart aa if ten million nosdles were thrust | 11!
‘lnto them: it d\d not blhm us: it did not oouru he
with o slimy ooze and confer upon us an str ab
[ ‘nnu. It was an aggravating dil.ppoilul-t.
(’ id not Ilurt at all hardly: it was not very slimy;
snd I could not discover &u we smelt really ay 1
| worse than we have always smelt since we have |
been in Palestine. It was only a different klld o( ‘
moll but not oouplenouo- ataoccount, because | N0
have a great deal of variety in that respect. Jn
?. don’t smell, here on the Jordan, the same as
wo did in Jerusalem: and we didn’t null h Jeru- {o
em just as we did in umt.h. or Jaol nnpom
or Buulmmllo. or_any of other wretch o
moiut towns in Galiles. No, wo change all the lol
no. md nnmlly for t.ho worse. We do our own | te
oy
Wo red around in the Dead Sea. but we | Di
sould not ilnk. It is ututly impossible. When we | ev
itoud up in two-fathom 'uc.ou heads, our shoul- | wa
ders, and fully one-half of our breasts remained | ro
yat of the water: we could lk down sad alagp our | th
knees: u, 'Iuoour chins, with our heads elur ont, of
nd nothing of us would be sabm bu  &p
tion of our bodies, A man might er h bmk nn
and or smoke very comfor ong as he
kept still; but the moment he -ontl .wonld flirt dl'
sver on his face, [ doubt if he could sink to his | as
.Jehin, however, even with at'ntv- und ‘uuht |
hung to his beels—thus wonderfally buoyant is the | ov
water. Do you runpose Sodom and Gomorrah are | wi
ander there yat? ey must have floated to the | ev
'.or. Poor Lot's wl(o is gooe~I never think of her | tiy
mout foollu The oattle must have got ber. | an
There is something infinitely touhlu n the | ae
'} thought. Hers waa too sad ‘hlﬂﬂ Jjest abour. | w
U nl-hl speak with lovlu of Lot hlnull. or of | th
ah, or fy zor the Patriarchs, but when | w
-m I think of poor Lot's wife I feel no longer in | at
s+ mood for flippant specches. Peace to her sedi. | ge

al

'ﬂ. Jordan is a hard roulhtnvel I believe. | he
(tistrue. The road to the Jordan from any place, | m
is a particularly hard one to travel. One eanmot | pl
find worse—at outo lo( .lmm. And yet the | su
from Jorusalen Jericho and the | fi
Jordan is Iobm in Pduhno. lll ready to ad-

'ldlo. “ilt’ol hl:":n«m In'aiuub‘ I povinud th
ain. Itisonly n miles long, and
- 1.\.‘ a man don’t ino’w which ::do of Itr,hon
half the time. In g ninety miles t get | fo
over non than fifty miles of ground. It not.n ']
' | #ider than Broadwa ln New York. How i t ie
that luhleﬂn s bas imposed itself u b
me all my 1 ounul*&y river? 'l'lh is soontry
f d pointments, Nothiag in it is u«xtrwrd d
nAry as one expects it to be here is that Seaof
3alilee and that shabby Dead Sea—neither of them | b
twenty miles long or thirteen wide And yet all | b
] »y life I thousht tbw were sixty-thousand miles | 5
» Jin diameter, Woe is me! Marg Twarx. i
Norg.~This was wrmon in place of No.51, which | I
[ | was m for a time, but was found mh«iun’lt‘ly.
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